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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION AND
PURPOSE OF THE PLAN
Introduction
The Chico Area Recreation and Park District (CARD) has taken
the initiative to identify areas of park and recreation needs within
the community, and subsequently create innovative solutions to
ensure that the greater Chico area continues to be a place that
people have a desire to live, work, and play. Parks improve
lives. They educate, protect, and enrich the lives of people of all
ages. They provide places to play after school, during summer
vacations, and give individuals and families countless hours of
recreation and relaxation. Park vegetation and water features
produce clean air and protect cities from floodwaters. They help
increase property value, grow the local tax base, contribute to
education, reduce crime, attract businesses, and create jobs.
These ideas and principles have been adopted by the National
Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) as a call-to-action in
its National Agenda for Urban parks and Recreation in America.
People look to parks and recreation as fundamental elements of
what makes a city a great place to live.

Purpose of the Plan
Since its inception in 1948, CARD has strived to meet the recreation
needs of the community. Like other Special Districts, CARD
faces continued challenges with reduced funding, escalating
costs, aging facilities, and increased community requests. The
purpose of this plan is to review the recommendations of the
2008 Master Plan and adjust those recommendations based
on current and future needs. The current population has been
updated and information from the City of Chico’s Nexus Study
and City of Chico General Plan have been incorporated into the
2018 CARD Master Plan Update. This plan has been created
to be used as a road map for improvements, new facilities,
expanded programming, and new recreation opportunities for
the community. The specific focus of the plan is to:

Immediate and Short-Term Goals
The District has immediate needs and should be the highest
priority over the next 2-5 years. To address the current facility
deficits, a new aquatics facility, gymnasium, community center
and multi-use fields should be developed. There is space
available at DeGarmo Park for several of these facilities. If there
is not sufficient space at DeGarmo, the aquatics center could be
placed next to Marsh Jr. High if the property is still available. In
addition to the above new facilities, development of Ceres Ave
Park should be a priority as well as upgrading current facilities.

• Develop a detailed inventory of all parklands including
current level of service and identify opportunities for
future improvements.
• Analyze and determine community recreation needs
through discussions with user groups, trends in recreational
programs, benchmarking with similar communities in
northern California, and public meetings.
• Identify existing gaps in service.
• Identify potential future redevelopment areas and changes
in population to determine future parkland and facility
needs, as well as opportunities for synergies between
parklands and redevelopment projects.
• Identify current and future parks and facility needs, as well
as the establishment of a mechanism to help provide these
parks and facilities in new development areas.
• Identify potential financing sources for capital investments,
and ongoing maintenance, including potential funding and
acquisition strategies.
• Define level-of-service standards, a classification system,
and general design criteria for parks, including, but not
limited to soils, slope, and size.
• Develop guiding principles to implement the Plan and
address new opportunities as they arise.
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CHAPTER 2: COMMUNITY PROFILE
Community Profile
The Chico Area Recreation and Park District (CARD) was
established in 1948 and is located in the northern portion of the
Sacramento River Valley near the foothills of the Sierra Nevada
Mountains. It is situated in the northwest corner of Butte County,
approximately 15 miles east of the Sacramento River and 90
miles north of the City of Sacramento. The boundaries of CARD
encompass an area of approximately 225 square miles, extending
generally from the Butte-Tehama County line on the north to the
intersection of Dayton Road and Chico Street on the south; and
from Muir Avenue on the west to approximately the east side of
Upper Bidwell Park on the east. The average elevation of Chico is
230 feet above sea level. CARD has several significant waterways
within its boundaries, including Big Chico Creek, Little Chico
Creek, Rio Lindo Channel, Mud Creek, Rock Creek, Keefer
Slough, Sycamore Creek, Comanche Creek (Edgar’s Slough),
Butte Creek, and Dead Horse Slough. Notable floodplain areas
are located along Lindo Channel. The Chico area has a typical
Mediterranean climate. Temperatures can go into the hundreds
in the summer, with occasional light snow on the valley floor in
the winter. The average rainfall is 26.04 inches, with a majority
of the rain falling in January.
The City of Chico is an established, mixed-use community that
falls within the boundaries of CARD. Chico is surrounded by
unincorporated Butte County on all sides, most of which is used
as active agricultural land. The nearest communities of sizable
significance include the City of Oroville, approximately 23 miles
to the southeast; and the City of Paradise, approximately 13 miles
to the east.
Chico has a historical and vibrant downtown area that is home
to many commercial businesses. Other notable commercial and
industrial areas of the City, outside of downtown, are located
along Esplanade, Mangrove Avenue, East Avenue, East 20th
Street, Park Avenue, the Skyway, and Cohasset Highway. The
City’s residential areas include a mix of residential housing styles
that range from single family detached houses to apartments,
along with established schools, parks, recreation facilities, open
space, and greenbelts. California State University, Chico is also
located within the City, adjacent to downtown. California State
4
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University, Chico is a full service university of approximately
17,000 students offering both undergraduate and graduate
education.
CARD
The Chico Area Recreation and Park District (CARD), a
California Special District, was formed by public vote in 1948
in accordance with the Public Resources Code of the State of
California, Division 5, 5700 Series. CARD has the following
legal responsibilities:
1.
2.
3.
4.

To organize, promote, and conduct recreation programs.
To establish an operational system of parks and recreation facilities.
To acquire land and facilities for parks and recreation.
To cooperate with other agencies – federal, state, and local.

CARD is governed by an elected five-member Board of Directors.
CARD’s immediate governing body is the County of Butte. CARD
has a salaried General Manager who manages the operation of
all district staff, programs, and facilities. There are 33 full-time
employees and seasonally 300-400 part-time employees whose
duties are directed toward the operation of recreation programs,
and the maintenance of parks and facilities.
Since its inception, CARD has embarked on a program to improve
park and recreation opportunities for residents. Over the years,
with continued growth, it has become very difficult for CARD to
grow and expand programming much beyond where it is today
due to the lack of facilities. Sports and fitness programs offer the
chance for team participation for children and adults. In addition,
active programs are conducted for a variety of ages, and a number
of specialized groups, which are largely self-supporting.
CARD and City of Chico Roles and Responsibilities
As stated in the City of Chico General Plan “Parks, recreation,
and open space resources, facilities, and services have historically
been provided by both the City and CARD with the City having
primary responsibility for Bidwell Park and neighborhood
parks, and CARD having primary responsibility for recreation
programming and community parks. Recognizing that
opportunities exist to consolidate service delivery responsibilities
for parks, recreation, and open space services, the City and CARD
have been working to realign responsibilities, including CARD
taking primary responsibility for development and maintenance
of neighborhood parks.”

In 2010, the City and CARD entered into an agreement that
transferred several neighborhood parks to CARD with a few
remaining under the care of the City of Chico. Both agencies
continue to discuss park services and the duplication of services
that still exists. While this seems to be a simple task, there are
complex issues that require more discussion to move to an
efficient model for the community.
As discussions continue, there are several factors to take
into consideration including, but not limited to, historical
responsibilities; CARD Board, City Council, Bidwell Park and
Playground Commission, costs for maintenance, and overhead
between CARD and the City of Chico. Beyond this, the greatest
of these challenges would be the ability to generate adequate
revenue to sustain the system. Any changes would require
a sustainable funding stream to help support the acquisition,
development, and maintenance of parks.
Population and Demographic Characteristics
According to the City of Chico’s 2016 Nexus Study, the estimated
population of the City of Chico is 89,634 people in the incorporated
area, while according to the 2008 CARD Master Plan, the larger
Chico urban area has a total of approximately 105,000 residents.
According to City and CARD staff, the Chico urban area is
considered to have approximately the same population as people
who live within the entire CARD boundary. The Chico urban
area is defined as the area in which CARD currently collects
developer impact fees. These areas of collection are those
parcels within the City of Chico sphere of influence, but outside
of the Chico city limits. According to the Center for Economic
Development, the average household size for the City of Chico
is 2.45 people. Approximately 25% of the population is under
the age of 19, with 10% age 5 to 14 – the predominant age of
children who are most active in programmed recreational sports
leagues. Approximately 12% of the total population in Chico is
age 65 or older; 32% are age 20 to 34, and 31% are age 35 to 64 .
The ethnic makeup of Chico is slightly less diverse when
compared to state and regional averages, with whites comprising
73% of the population. Approximately 17% of the population
reports some level of Latino descent, 2% are African American,
and 4% is American Indian.

Future Growth and Development
According to the 2016 City of Chico General Plan, the projected
population of incorporated Chico in 2040 is expected to increase
to approximately 139,713. However, it should be noted that the
original estimated build out date of 2030 was based on the annual
growth rate of 2%. The growth rate has been 1.2% between
2005-2010. Should the same growth rate be maintained, the
population for incorporated Chico will reach 139,713 in 2057
which is significantly later than projected.
Annexations: Following 2007, the City’s annexation program was
placed on hold while the City evaluated the fiscal implications of
providing services to newly annexed areas. Given the extended
economic recession, and the City’s fiscal health, generally only
smaller annexations requested by property owners have been
initiated since 2007. As a result, large unincorporated areas in the
City remain as County Islands. However, the Chapman Mulberry
annexation is scheduled to be complete in 2020.
Much of the anticipated population growth in Chico, and its
associated urban area, is expected to be associated with new
residential developments. When these developments are built,
growth will occur in a few specific areas of the City.
As the community continues to grow, it is essential that parks,
recreation, trails, and open space be established in a proactive
manner, and in a way that results in a green infrastructure system
for the Chico community.

CHAPTER 3: CURRENT INVENTORY
& LEVEL OF SERVICE
Parks are classified based on their amenities, location within
the community, size, and proximity to residential areas. Each
classification of parkland is accompanied by standards that
describe their characteristics and desired level of service.
These classifications and standards provide guidance in the
development of a parkland system that offers consistent service
to residents. Only park and recreation facilities provided by
CARD or the City of Chico are considered in calculating and
setting the level of service for each classification, with the
exception of Upper Bidwell Park and portions of Lower Bidwell
Park. Chico Unified School District (CUSD) and California
State University, Chico facilities, while recognized, are limited
in their accessibility to the general public and are not, therefore,
factored into neighborhood and community parkland inventory
and level of service calculations.
Neighborhood Parks
Between CARD and the City of Chico, there are a total of
thirteen neighborhood parks, one of which is a small mini park.
The calculated level of service includes only parkland that is
officially classified as neighborhood park acreage, and does not
include school properties. The acres of neighborhood parkland
are well below the existing standard provided in CARD’s 2008
Master Plan. This notable gap is even greater when compared to
the level of service that other communities are providing, as well
as the amount of parkland that is needed to accommodate the use
areas that neighborhood parks are intended to provide.

Current Neighborhood Park Inventory
Park
Oak Way Park
Peterson Park
Baroni Park
Hancock Park
Emerson Park
Rotary Park (Mini)
Alamo/Henshaw
Nob Hill/Hussa Ranch Park
Depot Park
Children’s Park
Ceres Avenue
Humboldt Road Site**
Caper Acres

Acreage
7.9
4.1
7.3*
3.8
1.44
.3
5.5*
2.9
2
3.7
5*
3
3.5

Entity
CARD
CARD
CARD
CARD
City
CARD
CARD
City
City
City
CARD
City
City

Funding
LLD
LLD
LLD
CMD
CMD
General Fund
TBD
LLD/CMD
General Fund
General Fund
TBD
General Fund
General Fund

Total Developed Acres 37.84
Grand Total 50.44
*Undeveloped acreage totals 12.6
**City established this as passive Open Space
LLD = Landscape and Lighting District
CMD = Community Maintenance District

Existing Neighborhood Park Level of Service
Neighborhood/Mini Parks
Population
Existing Neighborhood
Level of Service
Desired Level of Service

Level of Service 2017
105,000
37.84 acres
0.36 acre per1,000 population
1.5 acres per 1000 population

Neighborhood Park Standards
Desirable Acreage
5-10 acres; slightly smaller size may be acceptable if adjacent
to other parkland/natural areas, school, or greenway parks
while also accommodating larger neighborhood park purposes/
functions.

CARD Master Plan
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Purpose/Function
• Provides nearby recreation and leisure opportunities within
walking distance (0.5 mile) of residential areas. Should
serve as a common area for neighbors of all ages to gather,
socialize, and play.
• Typically would include a paved, multi-purpose area for
court games, a multi-purpose play field with backstop,
play equipment, ADA accessible walkways, shaded areas
for picnics, and sitting areas within a landscaped setting
that is a blend of full irrigation for active uses and drought
resistant plantings. Features such as interpretive signs,
and areas of natural vegetation may also be included
where appropriate. In most cases, programmed sports
activities should be limited to practices. On-street parking
is typically adequate, and separate parking areas are not
necessary.
• Park neighboring school facilities include many of the same
neighborhood standards. If a neighborhood park is located
near a school, it should include: game fields (preferably
two), off-street parking that is situated for school and park
purposes, and a playground designed for age groups not
served by school playgrounds. Efforts should be made to
work with the School District to identify school properties
that could be utilized as neighborhood parks once school
activities have concluded.
Site Characteristics
• Located adjacent to greenway, open space, elementary or
junior high schools when possible.
• Centrally located within area served.
• Accessible via walkway.
• Portions of the site should be relatively flat to accommodate
fields and facility development.
• Size, slope, and soil conditions should be considered for
optimum development.
• At least half of the park (two sides) should be bordered
by a street in order to provide easy public access, visual
surveillance, and parking. Surrounding the site with the
back property lined with houses is strongly discouraged.
• Site should not be encumbered with constraints that
preclude development of the site for desired uses.
6
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Community Parks
Chico has a total of 6 community parks. Each of the 6 community
parks within CARD and the City of Chico, except two, meet the
25-acre desirable minimum standard. One-Mile Recreation Area
is 23 acres in size; however, this amount of acreage is appropriate
given its existing facilities and intended purpose.
Existing Community Park Inventory
Park
Community Park
Hooker Oak Park*
Wildwood Park
Humboldt Skate Park
DeGarmo Park**
1 Mile Recreation Area
Total Developed Acres
Grand Total

Acreage
40
35
30.30
3.8
36
23
154.10
168.10

Entity
CARD
CARD/City
CARD
CARD
CARD
City

Funding
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund

*CARD leases the property from the City of Chico
**Undeveloped acreage totals 14

• Community parks should generally be located to provide
all residents access to a community park within 1-2 miles
of their home. Community parks may also serve as the
local neighborhood park for residential areas within 0.5
miles.
Site Characteristics
• Portions of the site should be relatively flat to accommodate
fields and facility development. Sites should be centrally
located to geographical locations. Ideally, will have good
access from a collector or arterial street.
• Direct access to primary community trail system desirable.
• Site should not be encumbered with constraints that
preclude development of the site for desired uses.
Sports Complex Characteristics

Existing Community Park Level of Service
Neighborhood/Mini Parks
Population
Existing Community Parkland
Level of Service
Desired Level of Service

• Sports complexes are not complete community parks as
they are very special purpose. However, they contribute
to the overall level of service for community parks.

Level of Service 2017
105,000
154.10 acres
1.47 acres per 1,000
2.5 acres per 1,000 population

Community Park Standards
Desirable Acreage
Community parks should be adequately sized to accommodate a
variety of diverse activities, including passive uses. Community
parks are ideally 25 to 50+ acres in size.
Purpose/Function
• Provides opportunities for communitywide activities and
facilities. Should maintain a balance between programmed
sports facilities and other community activity areas, such
as urban forests, gardens, historic features, water features,
performance areas, festival spaces, plazas, etc., and have
features that appeal to the broader community.

• Provides opportunities for communitywide programmed
and self-directed sports, such as baseball, softball, soccer,
tennis, and skateboarding in higher intensity use facilities.
Limited areas for passive recreation uses and other features
that appeal to the broader community. Strategically located
to fill service gaps for specialized sports facilities.
• Locate away from residential areas to avoid traffic, light,
and noise conflicts.
Special Purpose Parks
Special purpose parks are those that tend to serve a singular,
or more focused purpose or community need. Examples of
special purpose parks include environmental education centers,
horticulture centers, working farms, performance areas, festival
areas, fairgrounds, urban plazas, equestrian centers, dog parks,
skate parks, or other parks that serve a specific purpose or need
within a community. As these parks vary greatly in nature, they
do not have typical characteristics. Additionally, they do not have
an identified level of service unless they specifically contribute
to meeting neighborhood or community park needs.

Other Natural Areas, Corridors, and Greenways
The City of Chico owns and maintains several other natural areas,
corridors, and greenways in and around the City. Presently, these
properties are not developed, nor do they have any formalized
passive recreation areas, although most are open to public access.
City of Chico Natural Area Inventory
Property
First Street and Verbena Site
Lindo Channel
North Chico Bike Path
Little Chico Creek
Mudd/Sycamore Creek
Comanche
Tiechert Pond

Acres
16.4
150.0
10.0
22.5
6.0
22.06
38.76
Total Acres 265.32

The City of Chico has one special resource area, the Fair Street
Wildlife Area. This property is located in southeast Chico along
Fair Street, just west of CA Highway 99. This property is fenced
and does not have public access; it is intended to serve as a refuge
for local wildlife.
Community Centers
CARD currently operates 5 community centers. The facilities
range in size and function. All of these facilities are utilized for
classes and programs such as summer camps, exercise classes,
art classes, and more. Both the CARD Community Center and
Lakeside Pavilion are also heavily used for rentals for private
events and weddings. These two facilities are often booked a
year or more in advance and provide significant rental income.
Current CARD Community Centers
Facility
CARD Community Center

Sq Ft
12,337

Lakeside Pavilion

6,000

Pleasant Valley Recreation Pool and
Recreation Center

5,970

Dorothy F. Johnson Center
Chico Creek Nature Center

6,375
4,700

Amenities
Meeting rooms, event
facility, rose garden, offices
Meeting rooms, event
facility, offices
Multipurpose room,
classrooms, swimming
facility
Gym, classrooms, offices
Museum, classrooms,
multipurpose room

Chico Unified School District (CUSD) Properties
Traditionally, CARD and CUSD have had a good working
relationship utilizing each other’s facilities to meet the needs of
both agencies. CARD actively utilizes CUSD facilities to host its
after-school programs and some of its sports programs. In return,
CUSD utilizes many CARD facilities for their school programs
and meetings. At times, there are scheduling conflicts with the
school district for use of its resources. In these instances, CARD
programs are often displaced if the facility is needed for use by
the school district.
CARD and CUSD have a joint use agreement for the Marsh
Junior High Gymnasium. The agreement is based on grant
funding that CARD helped CUSD achieve to construct the gym.
The agreement provides for a guarantee of 20 hours of recreation
programming per week. The various schools that are actively
used by CARD, and the programs each facility is used for should
also be explored for creating a partnership with CUSD for future
development of joint-use facilities.
CUSD Facilities Used by CARD
School
Marsh Jr. High
Chico Jr. High
Bidwell Jr. High
Pleasant Valley High
Chico High School
Chapman Elementary
Citrus Elementary
Hooker Oak Elementary
Emma Wilson Elementary
John McManus Elementary
Little Chico Creek Elementary
Marigold Elementary
Neal Dow Elementary
Parkview Elementary
Rosedale Elementary
Shasta Elementary
Sierra View Elementary

Activity
Youth and Adult Sports
Youth and Adult Sports
Youth and Adult Sports
Youth and Adult Sports
Youth and Adult Sports
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program
Afterschool Program

CARD Facilities Used by CUSD
Facility
Hooker Oak Park
Community Park/Field House
Pleasant Valley Recreation Pool and
Recreation Center
Oak Way Park
DeGarmo Park
CARD Community Center

Activity
Sports Programming
Sports Programming, Chapman
School PE Classes
Sports Programming, Bidwell Jr.
High PE Classes, Meetings/Events
Emma Wilson PE Classes
Shasta School PE Classes
Meetings/Events

Other Public/Private Recreation Resources
There are several other sites that provide recreation resources for
residents, the Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park; the California
State University, Chico provides recreation facilities and services
to its students; the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds and Speedway hosts
fairs and other events; and the United States Forest Service Chico
Genetic Resource and Conservation Center which provides
valuable green space that is available for residents to use for
walking, hiking, dog walking, and other activities. There are
also numerous businesses and organizations that offer recreation
services and facilities to the community. These include local
Little League organizations, the Silver Dollar BMX; the Boys
and Girls Club, golf courses, health clubs, tennis clubs, skating
clubs, AMF Orchard Lanes; Butte Creek Country Club; Cal Skate;
Canyon Oaks Golf Course; Tuscan Ridge Golf Course; Bidwell
Golf Course; the Elks Club; and the Cinemark Theatre, among
others. While these organizations provide valuable resources
to the community, they are not always accessible and available
to the general public; therefore, they have not been included in
the neighborhood or community parkland inventory and overall
level of service calculations.
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this park, some
suggested are:
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ABOUT THE PARK
Baroni Park is located in southeast Chico along Baroni Drive.
The park was completed in the winter of 2007 by the City of
Chico and transferred to CARD in 2010. Baroni Park is 7.3 acres
and offers a multi-use open turf play field, a three-quarter length
basketball court, a playground, walking path, picnic tables,
drinking fountain, 3 practice disc golf baskets, and bike parking.
The park also provides ample passive space and has retained
some areas in a naturalized condition.
Access from other areas of the neighborhood includes 3 pedestrian
access points from the southern subdivision. A second path runs
to the east across a drainage and into the subdivisions to the east.
Ecological sensitive areas exist as intermittent drainages bisect
the park. There is a second drainage that borders the property
line to the east that also has seasonal drainage. Both drainages
have wetland characteristics and appropriate agencies should be
contacted (FWS/COE) when considering additions or changes to
the park.

10 CARD Master Plan

Baroni Park is on the eastern side of Chico, which is known for
its volcanic hardpan soils. Planting in the park will need larger
plant pits with scarified bottoms of pit and a soil blend of half
existing and half quality soil. Drainage to the tree plantings will
provide best results.
Maintenance of this park is funded through a Park Maintenance
Assessment. The surrounding neighborhood pays an annual fee
on their property taxes to fund current maintenance and future
maintenance needs. The fee currently provides sufficient dollars
for maintenance, as well as set aside funds for future replacements
and repairs.

Upgrade walkways
Fitness equipment/stations
Group picnic area
ADA upgrades
Basketball court resurface
Pump track
Additional tree plantings
Toddler play structure
Shade over existing play structure

BARONI PARK
BARONI DR,
CHICO, CA 95928
7.3 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
PLAYGROUND

OPEN FIELDS

BASKETBALL COURT
PLAYGROUND
BIKE PATH
NATIVE GRASSES

PUMP TRACK AREA

DISK GOLF
INTERMITTENT
DRAINAGE

PROPOSED AMENITIES
• PARCOURSE/FITNESS
ELEMENTS
• ENHANCE TRAIL
DECOMPOSED GRANITE
• OAK WOODLAND WITH
NATIVE GRASS PLANTING
• GROU
GROUP PICNIC AREA
• BRIDGE/CULVERT
CROSSING
• PUMP TRACK OPTION
• ADA UPGRADES
THROUGHOUT
• BASKETBALL COURTS
RESURFACING

CARD Master Plan
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BASKETBALL COURTS
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this park, some
suggested are:
• Playground
• Basketball court
• Ample turf area with trees and perimeter walks
• Possible multi-use sports field
• Established picnic site and shelter
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ABOUT THE PARK
Ceres Park is 5 acres in size and is located in north-central Chico
on Ceres Avenue. This park is currently undeveloped, but will
provide future parkland needed in an underserved area of the city.
The property is fronted by streets on 3 sides, which offers more
design flexibility for elements to be placed further away from
houses to minimize disturbance. There is an existing asphalt trail
along the south edge of the property with a single garbage can
and dog bag dispenser.
The land was acquired by the City of Chico and transferred to
CARD in 2010. The provision of a park in this area of the city is
necessary for current and future residents. Although past efforts
to secure funding for construction of the park failed, work to
secure future funding should continue.
Development and maintenance of this park are dependent on
the passing of an assessment. Minimal maintenance funds are
provided by CARD’s General Fund, which includes fuel reduction
mowing, garbage pickup, and on-call maintenance needs.
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CERES PARK
CERES AVENUE
CHICO, CA 95973
5.0 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
BIKE PATH
DOG BAG DISPENSERS
BIKE ENTRY

PROPOSED AMENITIES
PARK SIGN
SAND PLAY
BASKETBALL COURT
COVERED PICNIC AREA
TOT PLAY AREA
PLAYGROUND
MU
MULTI USE FIELD

CARD Master Plan
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this park,
however current neighborhood residents are satisfied with the
amenities at the park. Based on neighborhood feedback, the only
recommended changes or addtions are:
• Playground at the corner of Valley Forge
• Upgraded drinking fountains for humans and pets
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ABOUT THE PARK
This 3.8 acre park was developed by the City of Chico and
was transferred to CARD in 2010. This park offers a multiuse turf playfield, a walking path with benches, 3 practice disc
golf baskets, and a drinking fountain. While in good physical
condition, Hancock Park does not offer much in the way of
recreational amenities and facilities.
Although it is located somewhat close to the undeveloped Ceres
Park and Wildwood Community Park, Hancock Park still serves
as the neighborhood park for those residents within 0.5 miles.
Additionally, it sits north of Eaton Road, providing a park north
of this busy thoroughfare.
This park is surrounded by homes and is well-used by those
living in this neighborhood. They would be an excellent resource
when improvements are being considered.
This park is funded through a Community Maintenance District
that was established when the park was constructed. Currently, the
funds are collected by the City of Chico and transferred to CARD.

14 CARD Master Plan

A meeting is held annually with the City of Chico to review the
cost of operations, and funding adjustments can be made. These
funds may only be used for maintenance. Improvements or
additions would need to be funded by Neighborhood Park Funds
or CARD’s General Fund.

HANCOCK PARK
MIDDLETOWN AVENUE
CHICO, CA 95973
3.8 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
DISC GOLF
DOG BAG DISPENSER
CONCRETE

NATIVE PLANTING

TURF FIELD / OPEN SPACE

WALKING PATH

PROPOSED AMENITIES
• PLAYGROUND
• PICNIC AREA
• BASKETBALL COURT
• FITNESS STATIONS
• BOCCE BALL COURTS
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this park, some
suggested are:
• Playground
• Picnic shelter
• Multi-purpose playfield
• Walking paths
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ABOUT THE PARK
Henshaw Park was acquired by the City of Chico and transferred
to CARD in 2010. This undeveloped park is 5.5 acres in size and
is located on Henshaw Avenue in west Chico. Development of
this site will provide needed parkland in an underserved area of
the City. The parcel has street frontage on both Henshaw and
Alamo Avenues, which will provide good access, both physically
and visually.
This park should provide basic park amenities and would be a
good candidate for a more natural setting based on its location
and surrounding neighbors.
Maintenance of this park is funded through CARD’s General
Fund, which provides for a fuel reduction mowing three times per
year leaving the interior in its natural state. Garbage pickup and
on-call maintenance needs are provided in addition to mowing.
Any improvements and their accompanying maintenance and
replacement are dependent on the passing of an assessment.
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HENSHAW PARK
HENSHAW AVE.
CHICO, CA 95926
5.5 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
NONE

SITE VIEW
PROPOSED AMENITIES
PLAYGROUND & PICNIC AREA
NATURAL AREA/OAK
WOODLAND
WALKING PATHWAYS

CARD Master Plan
#2280

S T R E E T V I E W F R O M H E N S H A W AV E

S T R E E T V I E W F R O M A L A M O AV E .

0

60

120

17

FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this park, some
suggested are:
• Playground replacement
• Resurface basketball courts
• Additional picnic area
• Additional backstop
• Upgrade restroom

AN

EIGH

BOR

P
HOOD

A

• Upgrade irrigation
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ABOUT THE PARK
Oak Way Park is located in southwest Chico along Nord Avenue,
adjacent to Emma Wilson Elementary School. This 7.9 acre
park was developed in 1993 and offers a multi-use turf playfield,
basketball court, backstop, youth playground, tot lot, walking
path, picnic tables and shelter, barbeques, drinking fountains,
restrooms, bike parking, practice disc golf baskets, and an offstreet parking area. The walking path transects the park and
has lights lining the path. There are also large areas of the park
available for passive use.
The water supply at Oak Way Park is shared with Chico Unified
School District. The park and school turf are irrigated utilizing
well water. In 2016, the pump was replaced, and the cost was
shared by both agencies.
The vacant lot adjacent to the park is owned by the City of Chico
and is not part of the park property. There have been discussions
about developing a fire station on the property, but at this time, th
currently there are no funds available to construct a new station.
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The vacant lot is currently being used as a community garden,
which is managed by the Butte Environmental Council.
The park was developed and is currently maintained utilizing
a neighborhood park assessment. An annual engineers report
is completed to continue the collection of the assessment. In
2018, the amount collected will be reduced to $4 per parcel. This
is a significant reduction from the $12 per parcel that has been
collected since the park was developed. The new assessment
will not be sufficient to fully fund the maintenance of the park;
therefore additional maintenance costs will need to be funded
through CARD’s General Fund.

OAKWAY PARK
NORD AVENUE
CHICO, CA 95973
7.9 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
DISK GOLF
RESTROOM

PLAYGROUND

BASKETBALL COURT

PLAYGROUND

DISK GOLF

TOT PLAY

NORD AVENUE

PARKING
COVERED PICNIC AREA
BICYCLE PARKING

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
(FIRE STATION)

BASKETBALL COURT

WEST 8TH AVENUE

OAK WAY

EXISTING COMMUNITY
GARDEN

PROPOSED AMENITIES
•PLAYGROUND REPLACEMENT
•RESURFACE BASKETBALL
COURTS
•ADDITIONAL PICNIC AREA
•ADDITIONAL BACKSTOP
•UPGRADE RESTROOM

ROSELEAF CT

IRRIGATION
•UPGRADE IRRIG
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this park, some
suggested are:
• Shaded picnic area(s)
• Bocce ball courts
• Pathway connectivity
• Additional shade trees
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ABOUT THE PARK
Peterson Park is located in northwest Chico between Denali
Drive and Crater Lake Drive. This 4 acre park offers a multi-use
turf playfield, basketball court, playground, picnic tables, and
walking path.
The park is surrounded by homes and is well used by those living
in this neighborhood. They would be an excellent resource when
improvements are being considered.
This park was developed during the construction of the
neighborhood. The park maintenance is funded through a
Landscape and Lighting District. The fee collected is sufficient to
maintain the park, but does not include a set aside fund for future
improvements or replacement of equipment. Improvements or
additions would need to be funded by Neighborhood Park Funds
or CARD’s General Fund.
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PETERSON PARK
CRATER LAKE DRIVE
CHICO, CA 95973
4.1 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
PLAYGROUNDS

BASKETBALL COURT

PLAYGROUND
TOT LOT
BASKETBALL COURT
DISC GOLF

PROPOSED AMENITIES
•SHADED PICNIC AREA(S)
•BOCCE BALL COURTS
•ADDITIONAL SHADE TREES

CARD Master Plan
#2280
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this park, some
suggested are:
• Upgrade playground
• Resurface basketball court
• Fence upgrade and relocatoin of 16th street side, closer to
street
• Update irrigation
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ABOUT THE PARK
Rotary Park is located in southwest Chico at the corner of
Broadway Street and 16th Street. Although small, this 0.30 acre
park was developed in 1970 and offers numerous amenities,
including a basketball court, youth playground, tot lot, picnic
tables, walking path, drinking fountain, and bike parking. Rotary
Park offers ample passive space with excellent tree shade. Overall,
the park is in good condition, but is aging. The basketball court
needs to be resurfaced and replacement of the play structures
should be considered in the near future.
Rotary Park is located in one of Chico’s more historic
neighborhoods. Any upgrades should include input from the
surrounding neighbors. The neighborhood has an established
communication method with residents in the area, as well as an
organized neighborhood association.
Regular maintenance of this park is funded through CARD’s
General Fund. Over the years, with the help of local Rotary
Clubs, CARD has been able to provide several improvements to
the park.
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• Improve lighting
• Upgrade drinking fountain

ROTARY PARK
WEST 16TH STREET AND
BROADWAY
CHICO, CA 95926
.30 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
PLAYGROUND
TOT PLAY
BICYCLE PARKING
BASKETBALL COURT

PROPOSED AMENITIES
BASKETBALL RESURFACE
LIGHTS FOR SECURITY
REPLACE DRINKING
FOUNTAIN
FENCE UPGRADE
REPLACE IRRIGATION
UPGRADE PLAY
AREA
PL
NEW FENCE

CARD Master Plan
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this park, some
suggested are:
• Improved and additional field lighting
• New restrooms at the north end of the park
• Upgrade restrooms
• New maintenance facility
• Bike path connection & improved hard scape
• New/upgrade drinking fountains
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• Bike parking

ABOUT THE PARK
Community Park was dedicated in 1983. It is located in southcentral Chico, west of CA Highway 99 and just north of 20th
Street. This park began as a small 5 acre neighborhood park and
grew into a 40-acre community park with collaboration between
the City of Chico and CARD. The park is located in the City
limits; however the western side of the park is connected to
the Chapman community located in the County. The Chapman
neighborhood is scheduled to be annexed into the City of Chico
in 2020.
This 40 acre park contains 5 softball fields, 3 multi-use turf fields,
7 tennis courts, 4 pickleball courts, 2 sand volleyball courts,
2 horseshoe pits, 6 practice disc golf baskets, a playground,
a walking/bike path around the circumference of the park,
multiple picnic tables, picnic structure, barbeques, restrooms,
6 off-street parking areas, and park sculptures. The ballfields
contain movable fences, which allow for greater flexibility in
scheduling games for various leagues. This park is heavily used
by athletic organizations. There are a number of CARD sports
leagues that utilize the fields, as well as rentals from private sport
organizations.
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There is also a field house located at the park with a full-size
gymnasium that is used for CARD athletic programming. The
field house is also used by Chico Unified School District during
the week for PE classes.
Community Park has an aging irrigation system that is fed through
a well. There is adequate ADA access throughout the park, and
overall, Community Park is in good condition. Maintenance of
this park is funded through CARD’s General Fund.

COMMUNITY PARK
1900 MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR. PARKWAY
CHICO, CA 95928
40 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
PLAYGROUND
WALKING PATH
BIKE PATH
PARKING

SOFTBALL FIELDS

ENTRY SIGN

RESTROOMS

ART SCULPTURES

DISK GOLF
BALL COURTS
PICKLE BAL
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ENTRY SIGN
TENNIS COURT
SAND VOLLEYBALL COURT

EDDIE BOOTH FIELD

SOCCER FIELD

FRANK MERTZ FIELD

SOFTBALL FIELD
HORSESHOE PIT
FIELD HOUSE/ GYMNASIUM
COVERED PICNIC AREA

FIELD #2

FIELD #1

CARD Master Plan
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are 14 acres of the park that remain undeveloped. There
are many possible future improvements, some suggested are:
• 4 court gymansium/community center
• Aquatic facility
• 2 Turf multipurpose fields
• Skate park
• Outdoor basketball courts
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• Pickle ball

OMM

• Pump track
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• Accessible playground
• Pathways

ABOUT THE PARK
DeGarmo Park, CARD’s newest community park, is located in
northwest Chico between Highway 99 and Esplanade, just north
of east Eaton Road. This 36 acre park is being constructed in
multiple phases. The first phase, completed in 2007, provided 3
youth softball fields, 2 multi-use turf fields, a picnic shelter and
tables, playground, restrooms, concessions, and a walking path.
In 2009, phase 2 was completed and included 2 lighted soccer
fields, dog park, large parking area, and a large group picnic
area that doubles as a bandstand with a turf area that can hold
hundreds of viewers.
The youth softball fields are utilized seasonally by the Girls
Softball League, as well as CARD sports programming. The
soccer fields are heavily used by CARD programming and rentals
with private sports leagues. Due to heavy field usage, it would
be beneficial to have a multi-use synthetic turf field at DeGarmo
Park to provide recovery time for the natural fields, as well as
allow for additional play and year round activities.
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• Benches along pathways
This park was named after Luther DeGarmo, who owned the
property prior to selling it to CARD. The park is located next
to Shasta Elementary School and is utilized during school hours
for PE opportunities. This is an excellent example of park
development near schools and residential areas. The park is a
hub of activity year round and has been an excellent addition
to the CARD park inventory. The park was built utilizing RDA
funding, as well as CARD’s General Fund. Maintenance of this
park is funded through CARD’s General Fund.
Due to the need for additional recreation facilities, the District
would like to work towards completing this park in the near
future.

• Solar panels
• Picnic tables
• Shade structures
• Drinking fountains
• Additional parking
• Improved main entrance on Esplanade

DEGARMO PARK
DEGARMO
PARK
ESPLANADE
CHICO, CA 95973
36 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
RESTROOM
PLAY STRUCTURE

SOFTBALL FIELDS

PLAYGROUND

DOG PARK

BIKE PATH
SOCCER FIELD

AS BUILT AREA

SOFTBALL FIELD
PARKING LOT
DOG PARK
MAINTENANCE BUILDING
COVERED PICNIC AREA
MONUMENT SIGN
PICNIC TABLES

PROPOSED AMENITIES
S H A S TA
SCHOOL
E L E M E N TA RY

MULTI-USE MEADOW/
RETENTION BASIN

COMMUNITY CENTER
GYMNASIUM

FUTURE
DEVELOPMENT

AQUATIC FACILITY
ADDITIONAL SPORTS FIELDS
SKATE PARK
OUTDOOR BASKETBALL COURTS
PICKLE BAL
BALL

RE SI D EN TI A L

PUMP TRACK
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND
PATHWAYS
SOLAR PANELS

RE SI D EN TI A L

PICNIC TABLES
SHADE STRUCTURES
DRINKING FOUNTIANS
ADDITIONAL PARKING
IMPROVED ESPLANADE MAIN
ENTRANCE W/ TRAFFIC LIGHT
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this park, some
suggested are:
• Irrigation upgrades
• Upgrade maintenance facility
• Upgrades to the ballfields
• Additional group picnic area
• Upgrade concessions
• Upgrade fencing
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ARK

• Adventure play area
• Creek bank renovation
• Additional restrooms

ABOUT THE PARK
Hooker Oak Park is located in north Chico on the southeast
corner of Upper Bidwell Park along Manzanita Avenue. The
park sits within Bidwell Park, and is owned by the City of Chico,
but operated and maintained by CARD by way of a long-term
lease agreement. The park is the former site of the large hooker
oak tree which was its namesake and a featured element in the
1930’s movie Robin Hood.
This 35 acre park was developed in 1953 and contains a baseball
field, 2 softball fields, 2 horseshoe pits, basketball court, a fully
accessible ADA youth playground, a tot lot, multiple picnic tables
and a shelter, a walking path, restrooms, barbeques, disc golf
course, and an off-street parking area. The sports fields are used
by Chico Unified School District for their baseball and softball
programs, as well as various CARD programs and rentals from
private athletic organizations.
Hooker Oak Park is fully ADA accessible and offers an ADA
accessible playground and restroom.
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There is a great deal of passive space complete with mature trees
and individual picnic sites. The park is home to CARD’s youth
summer camp, Camp Chi-Da-Ca.
A unique feature of this park is the water ways that go through
it. Big Chico Creek is a continuous flowing creek, and is a
great place for access to provide play and education. The Lindo
Channel also runs seasonally to the north of the park. Another
unique feature is the Sherwood Forest Disc Golf Course which
was built in collaboration with the Chico Outsiders, a non-profit
organization. This 9-basket disc golf course is geared towards
beginners and is well used by the community.
Overall, the park is in good condition. However, the irrigation
system that is fed through a well and the maintenance facility are
beyond their life expectancy and should be included in CARD’s
long-range capital improvement plan. Maintenance of the park
is supported by CARD’s General Fund.

• Increased walking trails with interpretive signage
• Native plants near cell towers
• Identify horse trails

HOOKER OAK PARK
1928 MANZANITA AVENUE
CHICO, CA 95926
35 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
BASEBALL FIELD
PLAYGROUND

DISK GOLF - SHERWOOD FOREST COURSE

SOFTBALL FIELD

KIDS AT PLAY

BASKETBALL COURT
PLAYGROUND
TOT LOT
HORSESHOE PITS (2)
COVERED PICNIC AREA
RESTROOMS
PARKING
DISK GOLF - SHERWOOD FOREST COURSE
MAINTENANCE FACILITY
BIKE TRAIL

OVERFLOW

PROPOSED AMENITIES
MAINTENANCE FACILITY
FOR EQUIPMENT
UPGRADE LIGHTING
UPGRADE IRRIGATION
NEW TRAIL
CREEK BANK RENOVATIONS
UPGRADE BASEBALL
BASEBAL FIELDS
ADDITIONAL PICNIC AREAS
UPGRADE CONCESSIONS
UPGRADE FENCING
ADDITIONAL PARKING
ADVENTURE PLAY AREA
ADDITIONAL RESTROOMS

CARD Master Plan
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this park, some
suggested are:
• Irrigation upgrades
• Turf renovations
• Improve path lights
• Additional group picnic area
• Additional parking
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• Improve walking path
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• Fitness stations
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• Outdoor basketball/futsal court

ABOUT THE PARK
Wildwood Park is located in north Chico on the southwest corner
of Upper Bidwell Park along Manzanita Avenue. Originally
owned and operated by the City of Chico, the park ownership
was transferred to CARD in 2010. The park borders the south
edge of the levy system maintained by the Division of Water
Resources, and offers a direct connection to other neighborhoods
via the levy trail and paved trails to Hooker Oak Park, and both
upper and lower Bidwell Park. The land west of the park is being
actively developed for single family homes, which is increasing
the use.
This 30 acre park contains two youth softball fields, a multi-use
turf playfield, playground, tot lot, pump track, walking path, picnic
tables and shelters, barbeques, restrooms, and park sculptures.
The covered picnic facilities and playground are heavily used by
the community. The sports fields are primarily programmed for
youth athletics. The play features are interactive, and there are
several interpretive elements surrounding the play areas.
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CARD will receive support funding from the City of Chico for
this park until June 30, 2021. The funding decreases annually
until that time. The remainder of the funding is supported by
CARD’s General Fund.

WILDWOOD PARK
100 WILDWOOD AVENUE
CHICO, CA 95973
30 ACRES
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this center,
some suggested are:
• Roof replacement (scheduled for 2018)
• HVAC replacement (scheduled for 2018)
• Upgrade PA system
• Indoor facility upgrades
• Solar in the parking lot
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ABOUT THE CENTER
The CARD Community Center was built in 1975 and is located
on Vallombrosa Avenue adjacent to the southern end of lower
Bidwell Park. The CARD Community Center is a 12,337
square foot facility that is used for a wide variety of CARD’s
recreational programming, facility rentals, and CARD’s main
office. The building offers a large multi-purpose room with
a wood floor, 3 multi-purpose community/recreation rooms,
a newly added outdoor rose garden, as well as amenities such
as a caterer’s kitchen, tables, chairs, and PA system. The rose
garden was completed in 2016 and is the most recent upgrade to
the facility. Local resident Marilyn Warrens donated $150,000
toward the $368,000 construction of the garden. Working with
members of the Chico Rose Society, roses were selected for the
garden that thrive in the Chico climate. Once planted, the roses
were available for sponsorship and name plates were placed in
front of each rose.
Due to the proximity to Bidwell Park, additions and changes
to the outdoor space requires approval from the Bidwell Park
and Playground Commission. Maintenance is funded through
CARD’s General Fund.
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• Improve parking lot
• Additional lighting

CARD OFFICE/
COMMUNITY CENTER
545 VALLOMBROS AVE.
CHICO, CA 95926
12,337 SQ. FT.
3.0 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
WALKING PATH
PARKING
COMMUNITY CENTER
ROSE GARDEN

PROPOSED AMENITIES
PARKING LOT RENOVATION/
SOLAR STRUCTURE
(CITY) CREEK BANK
RESTORATION
ADA UPGRADES
ROOF REPLACEMENT (2018)
HVAC REPLACEMENT (2018)
UPGRADE PA SYSTEM
INDOOR FACILITY UPGRADES
IMPROVE PARKING LOT
ADDITIONAL LIGHTING

CARD Master Plan
#2280
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this area, some
suggested are:
• Paved parking
• Paved walkways
• Native landscaping
• Interpretive elements
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• Partnerships with other agencies to increase educational 		
opportunities regarding native plants and people
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ABOUT THE CENTER
The Chico Creek Nature Center (CCNC) has been operated by a
nonprofit organization that serves as an official information and
interpretive center for Bidwell Park. The Center was established
in 1982 and is located within Bidwell Park and provides a
seamless connection to the flora and fauna of Bidwell Park and
Big Chico Creek. Housed within the center is a non-releasable
living animal collection that features native animal species from
Bidwell Park and other California habitats. Programs are offered
on the natural systems of the park. The CCNC also works closely
with the California Public School standards. Through field trip
programs, the CCNC serves approximately 4,000 elementary
school students each year.
In January 2016, CARD entered into a management agreement
with the CCNC. CARD is responsible for the daily operations
and maintenance of the facility. All program revenue is collected
by CARD and used to maintain operations. The CCNC Board
of Directors oversees fundraising activities. The center was a
recipient of an endowment that is held by the Chico Community
Foundation. Annually, the endowment produces approximately
$10,000 in revenue.
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The two buildings on the property are different construction styles,
ages, and layouts, and therefore must be considered independently
for improvements. The original building connection to the new
building needs to be improved by installing a hard surface walk.
Grading and landscaping is also needed to combat erosion and
drainage issues.
The CCNC has a great opportunity to expand and has a great
educational and interpretive center. There are elements such as
the creek where we can create a stream channel viewing chamber
to study the creek and fish, or a riparium forest arboretum to
blend with the world of trees.

CHICO CREEK
NATURE CENTER
OLEANDER AVE
CHICO, CA 95926
4,700 SQ. FT. | 3.6 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
DEER PEN AREA
PROPOSED INTERPRETIVE AREA

NATURE CENTER BUILDING

NATURE CENTER
PARKING
CEDAR GROVE
OUTDOOR AMPHITHEATER

CITY OWNED
CEDAR GROVE AREA

DEER PEN AREA
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PROPOSED INTERPRETIVE AREA

• PAVED WALKWAYS

USE TO BE DETERMINED

• NATIVE LANDSCAPING
• PROPOSED INTERPRETIVE
AREA (TBD)
• CREEK
• ENHANCE PARKING AREA

CARD Master Plan
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this area, some
suggested are:
• Additional outdoor basketball courts
• Backstop
• Improve lighting
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• Upgrade indoor volleyball court
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• Upgrade kitchen

AC

OMM

UNITY CE

E
NT

R

• Reconfigure indoor rooms

&

• Full size indoor basketball court

ABOUT THE PARK
The Dorothy F. Johnson Center was built in 1960 and is located
in the Chapman Neighborhood. This neighborhood is currently
located in Butte County, but is expected to be annexed into the
City of Chico in 2020. The community center was named after
Dorothy F. Johnson, a long-time CARD employee that managed
the facility from 1970 to 1999. This 6,375 square foot facility
hosts several CARD recreation programs. The building has an
indoor gym, computer center, meeting rooms, toddler classrooms,
office space, and kitchen.
Connected to the community center is Chapman Park. This
3 acre park includes a multi-use turf playfield, 2 basketball
courts, playground, tetherball, walking path, picnic tables,
drinking fountain, barbeques, bike parking, community garden,
and an off-street parking area. There is also public art in the
park associated with the tetherball court and on the outside of the
building. ADA accessible restrooms were added to the facility in
the fall of 2012 and can be accessed from either the inside of the
building, or outside for rentals and community events.
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This facility is nestled in one of Chico’s historic neighborhoods.
There is a strong sense of community and it is beneficial to
involve the immediate neighbors and surrounding community
when changes are being proposed to the park and facility.
Maintenance of the park and the community center are funded
through CARD’s General Fund. Repairs and/or replacements
would need to be funded by either CARD’s General Fund, or
other identified funds such as grants or community partnerships.
New amenities could be funded using either Neighborhood Park
Zone A funds, or County Impact Fees that are currently collected
by CARD.

DOROTHY F. JOHNSON
CENTER/ CHAPMAN PARK
775 EAST 16TH STREET
CHICO, CA 95928
6,375 SQ. FT.
3.0 ACRES

EXISTING AMENITIES
PLAYGROUND
RESTROOMS

FUTSAL & CHAINLINK FENCE

BASKETBALL COURTS

COMMUNITY GARDEN

COMMUNITY CENTER
PARKING
GARDEN
LIGHTS

PROPOSED AMENITIES
BACKSTOP
BASKETBALL & FUTSAL
COURTS
IMPROVE LIGHTING
UPGRADE INDOOR
VOLLEYBALL COURTS
RECONFIGURE INDOOR ROOMS
FULL SIZE INDOOR
BASKETBALL COURT
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ABOUT THE PARK
The Humboldt Skate park/Lower Humboldt Park is located at the
intersection of Humboldt and Flume Streets. This 1.0 acre skate
park, in conjunction with a 2.8 acre multi-use turf field, is well
used by the community. The park was constructed by the City of
Chico in 2001 and was transferred to CARD in 2010.
Upgrades and additions were completed in 2018 which include
the addition of a bondi bowl and street elements. The new
additions should improve the skill level of the park and draw
more experienced skaters. These additions were partially funded
by a donation received from Chico Skatepark Solutions, a nonprofit organization. The group conducted fundraising events for
over 2 years to raise $80,000 toward the $425,000 improvements.
This property was the former home of the City of Chico
Corporation Yard. During initial construction, soil tests were
conducted and the site was certified clean. Due to the proximity
to the creek, there is a setback required.
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The property is two parcels and must be taken into consideration
during upgrades. Should improvements cross the property lines,
a merger of the two parcels would be required.
Maintenance is funded through CARD’s General Fund.

HUMBOLDT
SKATE PARK

HUMBOLDT STREET
CHICO, CA 95928
1.0 ACRE

EXISTING AMENITIES
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SKATE PARK
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NEW ADDITION

SEE CURRENT IMPROVEMENT PLANS
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this center,
some suggested are:
• Upgrade windows
• Upgrade outdoor patio
• Improve waterfront walkway
• Additional onsite storage
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ABOUT THE CENTER
Lakeside Pavilion was purchased by CARD in April 2011.
This 6,000 square foot facility is located in California Park on
California Park Lake. The facility was built in the 1970’s and
has multiple uses. Senior programming is offered throughout the
week, which includes a daily lunch program, exercise classes,
educational workshops, and senior events. During the evenings
and weekends, the facility is heavily used as a rental facility for
meetings and events. This premier facility is in high demand for
weddings and special occasions.
The building offers a large multi-purpose room with a wood
floor, 2 multi-purpose community/recreation rooms, office
space, caterer’s kitchen, tables, chairs, PA system, outdoor patio
overlooking the lake, and a waterfront walkway. This facility
is part of a Business Owners Association, and portions of the
parking lot are shared by the neighboring businesses.
Maintenance of this facility is funded through CARD’s General
Fund.
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RECREATION CENTER
PARKING

PATIO UPGRADES
IMPROVE WALKWAYS
• UPGRADE WINDOWS
• ADDITIONAL ONSITE
STORAGE
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FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
There are many possible future improvements to this area, some
suggested are:
• Update pool area
• New aquatic features
• New community center
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• Additional parking
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ABOUT THE CENTER
The Pleasant Valley Recreation Center and Pool is located in
northeast Chico on North Avenue, just south of East Avenue
adjacent to Bidwell Junior High School. The pool and property
is owned and operated by CARD and is not part of the CUSD
property. This 1.1 acre site contains a 5,970 square foot
recreation center that is used primarily for classes and summer
camp programs. The building contains 3 classrooms and one
multi-purpose room. The pool area contains a 25 yard pool,
one children’s wading pool, picnic tables, restrooms, drinking
fountains, bike parking, and an off-street parking area. The pool
is used annually by Chico Unified School District for physical
education classes, as well as for high school swim teams. During
the summer months, CARD utilizes the pool to offer swim
lessons, pool parties, and recreation swimming.
The pool will be reaching its life expectancy within the next five
to eight years. The District should consider upgrading the pool,
mechanical system, and amenities, and include this in its longrange capital improvement plan.
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The PV Center was originally built in 1964 and is in need of
a total renovation or reconstruction. When considering future
options for this facility, a full evaluation of use and demand
should be considered to rebuild a facility that would better serve
the community. This may include expansion of the pool area,
and a new community center. Maintenance of this facility is
funded through CARD’s General Fund.

PLEASANT VALLEY
POOL
2320 NORTH AVE
CHICO, CA 95926
-- ACRES (TBD)

EXISTING AMENITIES
WADING/SWIMMING POOLS
SWIMMING - WADING POOL

COMMUNITY CENTER

SWIMMING POOL

PARKING
RESTROOM
PUMP ROOM
BLEACHERS
COMMUNITY CENTER

PROPOSED AMENITIES
UPDATE FACILITY TO INCLUDE
• NEW AQUATIC FEATURES
• AQUATIC PLAY AREA
• NEW COMMUNITY CENTER
• ADDITIONAL PARKING
• NEW BIRTHDAY PARTY ROOMS
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ABOUT THE PARK
Shapiro Pool is leased by CARD and is located on CUSD
property in central Chico at the intersection of Oleander Avenue
and Memorial Way on Chico Junior High School’s property.
The facility occupies a 0.44 acre site and offers a 25 yard pool,
children’s wading pool, and bathhouse. Other amenities include
picnic tables, restrooms, and a drinking fountain. In 2016, the
pool was permanently closed due to the condition of the facility
and equipment.
Built in 1955, the pool was funded and constructed by CARD
on CUSD property. The pool as configured would need to be
redesigned and reconstructed in order to provide the proper
service level to CARD and the community. Discussions are
underway internally for consideration of the facility in the long
term.
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SHAPIRO POOL
OLEANDER AVE
CHICO, CA 95926
-- ACRES (TBD)

EXISTING AMENITIES
SWIMING POOL & LAP POOL
SWIMMING POOL - WADDING POOL

SWIMMING POOL

PUMP ROOM
BLEACHERS
SCHOOL
RESTROOM
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CITY OWNED PARKS
CITY PLAZA

City Plaza is located in the heart of downtown Chico between
Broadway and Main Streets, between 4th and 5th streets. City
Plaza is approximately 1.5 acres in size and contains an
interactive water play fountain, benches, picnic tables, chess
tables, restrooms, a park sculpture, and a permanent performing
arts band shell. City Plaza was redesigned and renovated in 2006
to upgrade and enhance the park and offer new amenities like
the band shell and water fountain. This park serves as the focal
point for downtown community events and is very popular with
residents and visitors alike. Opportunities for this park come with
its ability to be programmed heavily from concerts and craft fairs to
weekly markets and staging for community events. The Christmas
tree lighting is one of the special annual events for the community.

CHILDREN’S PARK

Children’s Park is located at Esplanade and East 1st Street in downtown
Chico. This 3.7 acre children-oriented park and play area offers two youth
playgrounds, a tot lot, multi-use turf fields, walking path, amphitheater, and
drinking fountain. The park also has the ability to accommodate special events.

EMERSON PARK

Emerson Park is located in Meriam Park at the end of Hartford
off Springfield Drive. Emerson Park has play elements and
a picnic area.
There is room for expansion with this park.

SWINGSET AND PLAYGROUND

PLAY STRUCTURE

PICNIC AREA WITH CHESS TABLES

OPEN SPACE

PLAYGROUND AT CHILDREN’S PARK

CENTER FOUNTAIN AT NIGHT
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CONCERT IN THE PARK

OPEN SPACE

NATIVE PLANTING

CITY OWNED PARKS
ONE-MILE PARK

CAPER ACRES

One-Mile Recreation Area is located in Lower Bidwell Park near Willow Street. This 23 acre park contains a
softball field that is programmed and maintained by CARD, multi-use turf playfield, two playgrounds,
horseshoe pits, a tot lot, picnic tables, a walking path, barbeques, bike parking, and an off- street parking area.
One-Mile Recreation Area houses the Capers Acres children’s play area, Sycamore Field and Sycamore Pool.
Sycamore Pool is an outstanding, unique historical resource for the community. It is directly fed by Big
Chico Creek with a new bladder dam on the lower end allowing for the water to pool. It has concrete
edges along the banks and ladders to exit the pool. Sycamore pool is free of charge to the public. One-Mile
Recreation Area also contains a network of paths available for equestrian use that link to the rest of Bidwell Park.
Currently, the City is planning to create one contiguous trail that would extend the length of Lower Bidwell Park,
traverse through One-Mile, go beneath Mangrove Avenue to Annie’s Glen, and continue on to downtown Chico
and California State University, Chico. With the water feature of Big Chico Creek passing through the park, it
provides a great relief during the hot summer months, as well as providing great fun and revenue generation
for the community. The concrete pool provides great opportunities to install simple, safe and fun white-water
elements. This type of structure at this location is a winner and will provide revenue in the programs and contest.

SYCAMORE POOL

SYCAMORE FIELDS

HIKING PATHS

Caper Acres is a small children’s only play area. It is located within the One-Mile Recreation Area and
offers a youth playground and tot lot, as well as restrooms and a drinking fountain. Adults are required
to be accompanied by a child to enter Caper Acres. There is a new Master Plan for the park and the City
of Chico is currently fundraising for the repairs. The new design for renovation will keep the excitement
alive for future generations. The Rotary Service Clubs of the community and CSUC is currently stepping
up to develop the first phase. Key elements such as a new swing complex, wooded hollow, Robin Hood
birthday ring and monkey face elements will bring the culture of the community into this community asset.

ENTRY GATEWAY

CROOKED HOUSE CONCEPT
CARD Master Plan
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CITY OWNED PARKS
DEPOT PARK

Depot Park is located on the edge of downtown Chico between Orange and
Cedar Street. It is approximately one acre in size and offers benches, a walking path, and drinking fountain. This
park was built in the late 80’s and has a historical feel to it. While there are no formal recreation facilities, it is
very popular as a passive use park. Over the years, the park has seen a significant increase in use by the homeless
population. Unfortunately, this has increased the amount of damage and vandalism at the
park. There have been some discussion regarding turning the park into a dog park. This would
increase the positive use of the park and add a much needed additional dog park to the community inventory.

20TH STREET & NOTRE DAME
BLVD.

This linear park property is 7 acres and is located at the corner of 20th Street and Notre Dame
Boulevard in southeast Chico. This parcel has excellent street frontage along East 20th Street,
providing good access both physically and visually. Development of this site will provide needed
parkland in an underserved area of the city. This park should provide basic
park amenities, including a playground, picnic shelter, open grass area,
walking path, benches, shade areas, and a multi-purpose turf area if possible.

ENTRY WAY TO PARK
OPEN FIELD AND CONFINED SPACE

ENTRY SIGNAGE
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NATURAL AREA ALONG STREET

OPEN MEADOWS

CITY OWNED PARKS
NOB HILL HUSSA RANCH
PARK

FIVE-MILE RECREATION AREA

Nob Hill/Hussa Ranch Park is located in southeast Chico at the intersection of Coit Tower Way and
Lakewest Drive, just west of Bruce Road.Although small, this 2.9 acre park offers many recreational
amenities including a playground, multi-use turf playfield, a basketball court, walking path, disk
golf, and drinking fountain. A portion of the park in winter acts as a storm water detention basin.

Five Mile Recreation Area is located in northeast Chico off of Centennial Avenue. Amenities include creek
access, hiking, horse trails, bike trails, walking paths, benches, open grass area, and picnic spaces. 5 Mile
Recreation Area is known for its family gatherings viewing off the bridge into the water below, kids
playing on the creek banks, and weddings under the trees in the meadow on the north side of the creek.

BASKETBALL COURT

FIVE MILE RECREATION AREA ENTRY WAY

PLAYGROUND STRUCTURE

MAINTENANCE GATE AND GROUP PICNIC AREA
CARD Master Plan

49

CHAPTER 4

Gymnasium

Recreation Program and Facility Needs
In the 2008 Master Plan, significant work was done to evaluate
future recreation program and facility needs based on target
standards for similar communities. While industry standards
may suggest the addition of multiple facilities, evaluation of
community use and demand should also be taken into account.

CARD has one gymnasium located at Community Park; the
Arron Ray Clark Memorial Field House. The field house is
programmed year round from 3:00 pm to 10:00 pm during the
weeknights, and 8:00 am to 10:00 pm on weekends and during
the summer. Additionally, the field house is made available to
Chapman Elementary School for their PE Classes during school
hours.

As stated in the 2008 Master Plan, there is strong support for
additional indoor and outdoor recreation amenities. Based on
this information, as well as work with staff, there are several
suggested facility additions that would address current facility
deficits. When comparing the number of courts, gyms, and fields
that Chico provides with the numbers provided by other similar
communities, Chico’s level of service is significantly lower.
Sports such as soccer, softball, baseball, football, and lacrosse
are typically enjoyed by a high percentage of the population,
especially families with children. These facilities in developed
parks are in high demand by both CARD programs and sports
organizations.

CARD programs also utilize gym space at Pleasant Valley and
Chico High Schools and Chico, Bidwell, and Marsh Junior High
Schools. Shared space with schools is often a challenge as their
functions take first priority. Consequently, without direct control
over the facilities CARD uses, it cannot improve or increase its
program offerings. A new gym is necessary to address current
and future needs. At a minimum, the gym should include the
following features: 4 full size basketball courts, side courts,
hardwood flooring with lines for multiple sports, restrooms
with changing facilities, multiple bleacher areas and, moveable
dividers.

In 2018, CARD conducted a Facility Feasibility Study to better
understand the current and future facility needs in the community.
Through this process, the need for 4 - 6 youth softball/baseball
fields, 1 - 2 baseball fields, 4 - 6 multipurpose fields with at least
two of them being artificial turf, a gymnasium with at least 4
full size basketball courts and and aquatics facility with a 25
yard - 35 meter 8lane pool, shallow warm up pool and zero entry
recreation pool. This facility recomendation was to accomodate
current need in 2018, and would require CARD to secure a
minimum of 40 additional acres of land.
Athletic Programs and Facilities
Athletic and sports activities are very popular in Chico. Over the
past several years, CARD has maintained a consistent number
of adult and youth sports teams. However, CARD is limited in
adding new/expanded programs due to the severe lack of field,
court, and gym space. Additionally, it is often a struggle to find
rental space for other nonprofit and private organizations who
provide organized sports and activities in Chico.
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Multi-Use Sports Fields

Multi-use sports fields accommodate a variety of sports and are
in high demand due to the continued increase in participation in
sports such as soccer, lacrosse, rugby, and football.
Organized adult soccer in Chico is primarily provided through
CARD. Youth soccer is provided through the Chico Youth Soccer
League (CYSL), Chico Cal, and Butte United Soccer. They
utilize fields at Community Park, DeGarmo Park, and Wildwood
Park.
Youth lacrosse in Chico is offered through the Chico Rebels
Lacrosse Association. No organized adult lacrosse is offered in the
community. Chico Rebels Lacrosse has seen significant growth
over the last several years. Continued growth is anticipated and
increases the demand for open field space. They currently use
Heffernan Field at Community Park for practices, and DeGarmo
Park for games. Teams travel from the Sacramento area, as well
as the Bay Area to compete with the local Chico teams. Rugby
is offered through the Chico Rugby Foundation. This community
based organization formed to promote the continual growth of
the sport of rugby within the Chico community. They currently

use the fields at Wildwood Park and Hooker Oak Park until the
high school field becomes available.
While the opening of Phase 2 of DeGarmo Park added to the
field inventory and did provide some relief to the high demand
of open field space, there is an immediate need for at least 2
more multi-use sports fields. Ideally, these would be artificial turf
fields that could continue to be used during the rainy season. This
would enable the District to not only program year round, but
would also provide much needed rest to the natural fields when
they are overused. There is ample space at DeGarmo Park for
additional fields. In order to maximize the current field inventory,
the addition of lights to Heffernan field at Community Park
would also help address the current needs.
Baseball/Softball Fields

There is currently only one baseball field owned by CARD. The
facility is used consistently throughout the year by the youth
baseball travel teams, adult baseball leagues, and the high
schools for tournaments. While registration in the adult baseball
league through CARD has declined, there is still high demand
for regulation sized fields for the community groups that offer
youth and adult programming. The only regulation baseball field
available for use is at Hooker Oak Park, and it is often overprogrammed. Youth baseball is provided through CUSD and
American Legion Baseball.
Adult softball in Chico is provided primarily through CARD.
Participation in adult softball has seen a slight decline over the
last several years, however due to the field set up, some seasons
experience lower enrollment due to the multi use nature of the
outfields. Staff feel that by adding lights to exisitng softball and
multiuse fields would help with programming during the softball
season, and fences could remain in place, therefor making the
program more appealing to participants. There is also a robust
senior softball program that has consistent participation. They
primarily utilize Sycamore Field in One-Mile Recreation Area,
and while they have no major scheduling conflicts, they would
like to see improvements to the site, including the installation of
a restroom near the field.
Youth softball is provided through the little league programs: Girls
Softball, Eastside Little League, Westside Little League, Central

Chico Little League, and El Rancho Little League. While most
of the Little League programs have dedicated field space, girls
softball utilizes DeGarmo Park, and Chico Central Little league
utilizes Wildwood Park for their programs.
Tennis/Pickle Ball Courts

Tennis continues to be a popular activity in Chico. However, the
growth of pickle ball has put stress on the existing tennis courts.
In 2015, one tennis court was converted into 4 pickle ball courts,
and another tennis court was converted in 2018. The District
should explore new construction of courts in another park as not
to compete with tennis.
The CARD Board of Directors and CARD staff have a great
desire to increase youth and adult sports and athletic offerings.
These programs have continued to produce waitlists for most of
the programs offered. Enrollment cannot be increased due to the
limited field and gym space in the community. Future growth of
sports and athletics programs will be limited until CARD is able
to secure additional facility space.
Aquatic Facilities

Swimming and aquatics programs in Chico are tremendously
popular. General aquatics programs are offered by CARD and
include recreation swim, swim lessons, lifeguard classes, and Jr.
guard programs. In 2015, CARD permanently closed Shapiro
Pool which reduced the available swimming facilities to one.
The remaining pool facility, Pleasant Valley Pool, is scheduled
with back-to-back programming as early as 5:30 am, and as
late as 10:00 pm, Monday through Saturday from April through
September. Additionally, CARD has users contracted for the
months of October through March. These groups include Chico
Unified School District; California State University, Chico;
North Valley Aquatics; and the Aqua Jets. Without an additional
multi-use aquatic facility, CARD is unable to offer expanded or
additional aquatics programming.
Organized competitive swimming is offered through both of the
high school swim teams and the Chico Area Swim Association.
The local swimming community feels that Chico is ready for a
new aquatic facility that is multi-use in nature.
Both the general public and user groups have expressed a desire
for a facility capable of accommodating competitions, as well

as one that provides leisure amenities. Given that most of the
existing facilities in Chico do not offer the desired modern
amenities, and there are no competition level aquatic facilities
between Redding and Sacramento, providing such a facility in
the Chico area would be a great addition to the community.
There are two possible locations for a new aquatic facility.
Both DeGarmo Park and the Humboldt Avenue/Notre Dame
site would accommodate an aquatic facility. In 2015, CARD
conducted an Aquatics Feasibility Study and held several public
meetings. Through this process a “concept pool” was identified
and included a 35 meter x 25 yard pool for competitions, an 8
lane teaching pool, and a zero entry recreation pool that included
play elements and a slide. This facility would need approximately
3.5 acres of land.
Community Center/Multi-Generational Facility
Numerous adult and youth leisure interest classes are offered
through CARD, including dance, art, music, fitness, education,
computer, and outdoor classes, among others. Participation
in most of CARD’s classes is strong and has remained steady
over the years. Leisure interest classes are held at the Dorothy
F. Johnson Center, Pleasant Valley Recreation Center, CARD
Community Center, Lakeside Pavilion, and many non-district
locations throughout Chico. All CARD buildings are scheduled
with classes most nights of the week from 4:00 pm to 9:30
pm. CARD is severely limited in increasing its leisure interest
programming for both youth and adults due to a lack of available
facility space. CARD facilities are also used for staff meetings,
trainings, and rentals.
Senior recreation in Chico is provided primarily through CARD.
CARD offers small, but well used, senior programs at several
CARD facilities. Lakeside Pavilion is home to many of the
programs and includes Sr. Nutrition, cards, workshops, and
fitness classes.
Due to the increasing demand for facility space, another
community center/multi-generational facility is needed to
address current and future needs.

recreation. It could be utilized by children, adults, and seniors.
The possibility of being attached to a gymnasium and aquatics
facility could enable programming to occur for a variety of
age groups. The ideal facility should include at a minimum the
following features:
• Classrooms (dance, art, fitness, technology)
• Toddler room
• Gymnasium (including features listed above)
• Aquatic Center (including features listed above)
• Commercial kitchen with space for classes
• Rental facilities for large meetings/gatherings
Any future community center constructed by CARD should
include an active multi-services center component. The addition
of this type of facility would enable to the District to expand
current programming for all ages.
Other Identified Needs
Several other organized sports programs for both adults and youth
are provided in the community by CARD. For adults, CARD
provides basketball, flag football, kickball, and volleyball. These
programs have steady participation from the community. For
youth, CARD provides volleyball, flag football, basketball, track,
and various sports clinics. CARD reports steady participation in
all youth programs as well.
Skatepark

There is one skatepark in Chico, the Humboldt Avenue Skatepark.
In 2015, Chico Skatepark Solutions, a non-profit organization
approached the District asking for improvements to the facility.
Through several fundraising efforts, the group raised $80,000
towards the $425,000 project. Construction of the improvements
were completed in 2018, and include a large Bondi bowl, as
well as street elements. The goal was to offer more advanced
features to increase the positive use of the facility. Even with
these changes, there is still a need for an additional skatepark in
the community. The DeGarmo Park Master Plan includes the
addition of a skatepark and could be the next potential location.
However, with the significant need of fields and gyms, a new
location may need to be identified.

A multi-generational facility is a community center designed to
bring people of all generations together to enjoy the benefits of
CARD Master Plan
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Dog Parks

Chico has many dog owners that enjoy running their dogs off
leash. There is only one official dog park in Chico, which is at
DeGarmo Park. There are several other areas in Chico where
dogs can be off leash, however the hours are restricted. There
have been individuals interested in assisting with the development
of a second dog park. There has been some discussion about
changing Depot Park, an existing City park, into a dog park, but
no plans have been developed. Chico would benefit from at least
one more dog park, if not more.
Equestrian Facilities

Equestrian facilities in Chico are provided at Bidwell Park and are
maintained by the Chico Equestrian Association. Their goal is to
ensure that riding opportunities are kept open in the community.
The Equestrian Association maintains the riding arena in Upper
Bidwell Park. They provide social and educational opportunities
related to equestrian riding, help maintain trails, and advocate
for open access for equestrian enthusiasts. There is a very good
trail system in Chico, and they want to ensure that no trails, or
access to trails, are lost to future development. The group desires
some type of picnic facility located near the riding arena in
Upper Bidwell Park. Based on feedback received for the 2008
Master Plan, the Equestrian Association would like to see CARD
become involved in some level of equestrian programming. They
feel there is a desire and need for it in the community, and their
members would be willing to provide the instructional classes.
Non-Athletic/Sport Recreational Program Activity

There are a variety of non-sport related recreation activities offered
in the community through both CARD and private and nonprofit
organizations. CARD provides invaluable youth camps and
after-school programs to the community. Participation in most of
these programs is high and has remained steady for several years.
Most after-school programs are located at 11 CUSD elementary
schools. The majority of CARD’s camps are held during the
summer. Most of these camps are at CARD facilities, while
some occur offsite. While space for outdoor camps appears to
be adequate at the moment, indoor camp space is limited as they
must compete with the leisure interest classes for facility time.
Additional indoor programming space would help tremendously
in alleviating pressure on existing facilities.
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CARD does not currently offer adaptive recreation programming.
However, Do-It-Leisure is a division of the Butte County Work
Training Center that provides recreation and education services
for people with developmental disabilities. They utilize the CARD
Community Center and the Pleasant Valley Recreation Center for
some of their programs. CARD provides some financial support
for their programming. They would be an excellent partner should
CARD look at expanding programming in this area. Ability First
is another provider of adaptive recreation opportunities in Chico.
They currently provide a summer camp, as well as year round
sport activities for people with physical disabilities. Beginning
in 2017, both organizations will be offering classes and programs
in CARD’s activity guide. The goal is to continue to support this
together so we can better serve the community.
Existing and Future Parkland Needs
In order to meet the needs of both existing and future residents,
several proactive steps will need to be taken by both CARD and
the City that will ensure improvements in the geographic service
of parks within the community.
• Work with the City to provide suitable parkland and
funding for capital and maintenance in new residential
developments; other methods may be necessary to ensure
a more equitable distribution of parks throughout the
community. This will involve a three-pronged approach:
developing undeveloped parklands; acquiring strategically
located vacant or degraded properties or areas along
existing greenways in underserved areas; and
• Where possible, work with CUSD to develop joint schoolparks to help school properties function more appropriately
as neighborhood parks.
The level of service for community parks and greenways is near
the established standard; however, it has been determined that the
community park standard is not adequate to keep pace with other
similar communities and the needs of residents who desire a highquality parks and recreation system. The acres of neighborhood
parks are well below the existing standard and provided at 0.28
acre per 1,000 people. This notable gap is even greater when
compared to the level of service that other similar communities
are providing, as well as parkland that is needed to accommodate
the use areas that neighborhood parks are intended to provide.
Even with the inclusion of neighborhood park acreage for Lower

Bidwell, the level of service of 0.37 acre per 1,000 people is
lower than the adopted neighborhood park standard of 1.5 acres
per 1,000 people. Additionally, the acres of community parkland
provided is 1.47 acres per 1,000 people, which is also below the
existing standard.
In addition to not meeting its target level of service standard
for neighborhood parkland, the distribution of existing parks
throughout Chico does not provide equal access to many residents.
Several underserved areas exist throughout the community, and
in many areas, there is not adequate access across major barriers
to nearby parks.
As the population continues to increase, the overall level of
service for community and neighborhood parkland will continue
to decrease without additional parkland in the system.
New Neighborhood Parkland and/or
Amenities in Underserved Areas
In an effort to address park deficiencies, CARD and the City
should consider strategies that will provide residents with
adequate facilities and amenities within one-half mile, or
improved access to existing neighborhood park amenities.
Although one option may be to work with CUSD to improve
existing school properties so they serve as true neighborhood
parks, there are locations that do not currently have schools
suitable for upgrading to neighborhood parks. In these areas, the
acquisition of strategically located vacant or degraded properties
(or areas along existing greenways) and subsequent construction
of new parks may be in order. In addition to the above and when
feasible, CARD and the City of Chico should also consider the
acquisition of vacant school properties and facilities on a caseby-case basis to help meet the general needs of the community.
In addition to an overall lack of neighborhood parks, there is also
a shortage of recreation facilities, such as sports fields, in existing
parks. In the past, CARD and the City have included a multipurpose field in many neighborhood parks, as well as providing
them in community parks. In order to help alleviate the shortage,
CARD and the City should be proactive at this time to find
additional neighborhood park sites suitable for accommodating
multi-use practice fields, as well as backstops for baseball and
softball practices. It would be advisable for CARD and the City

to incorporate practice and youth game fields in neighborhood
parks with the goal of minimizing impacts to neighbors by
limiting the use to practices. Additional off-street parking areas
to accommodate users are not recommended, as on-street parking
should be maximized rather than paving more parkland for cars
that could use available streets.
School Site Upgrades in Underserved Areas
CARD and the City of Chico should investigate the possibility
of partnering with CUSD to enhance lands and school sites
where land is available. Similar to several other portions of the
core area of Chico, there are few, if any, opportunities for the
acquisition and development of additional properties for park
use in underserved areas. Providing open access to a portion of
properties that could be utilized as neighborhood parkland would
be ideal.
Neal Dow Elementary School Area

There is no neighborhood park, nor adequate access to one for
residents in the neighborhood east of CA Highway 99, south of
Lindo Channel, and north of East 1st Avenue.
Hooker Oak Elementary School Area

There is no neighborhood park, nor adequate access to one, for
residents in the neighborhood west of CA Highway 99, south of
Lindo Channel, north of East 1st Avenue, and east of Esplanade.
Citrus Avenue Elementary School
There is no neighborhood park, nor adequate access to one for
residents in the neighborhood west of Esplanade, south of Lindo
Channel, north of East 1st Avenue, and east of CA Highway 32.
Rosedale Elementary School

There is no neighborhood park, nor adequate access to one for
residents in the neighborhood west of CA Highway 32, south of
Lindo Channel, and northwest of Dayton Road. Although Depot
Park is in close proximity to this area, CA Highway 32 acts as a
major barrier to access. Additionally, Depot Park provides only
limited amenities and is not a suitable neighborhood park for
residents in this area.

Marigold Elementary School

While Marigold Elementary School is located in close proximity
to Wildwood Park and Hancock Park, the school is often utilized
by the community for practice fields and play areas for children.
There is an opportunity to work with the School District to
improve the area to further encourage use by the community
during non-school hours.
Note: There are challenges with utilizing school properties
for neighborhood parks due to availability to the public.
With that in mind, it may be the most economical approach
in providing needed services to these areas in the short term.
New Neighborhood Parkland in Potential Development Areas
As new residential development continues to occur in the
Chico area, it is important that CARD and the City keep pace
with the provision of neighborhood parks to serve these new
residents. The proposed projects listed below highlight areas of
the community that are known to have development proposals
currently in the approval process at the time of production of
this plan. However, it is likely that some of these proposals
will change or be modified over time, and that additional new
developments will be proposed in other parts of the community.
As such, it is critically important for CARD to periodically
review and update this plan in conjunction with changes and
amendments in the development review process to ensure that all
new residential developments in the future are adequately served
by neighborhood parks.
CARD and the City should set standards to provide adequate
land, development, and operational funding for a suitable
neighborhood park to be provided. Any park provided should
contain all typical neighborhood amenities, including but not
limited to, a playground, picnic shelter, optional restroom, shade,
multi-use hard court surface, and a multi-purpose playfield.
Northwest Chico (Esplanade and Nord Highway)
It is anticipated that there will be significant new residential
development in northwest Chico, near the area of Esplanade and
Nord Highway. Although the neighborhood park service area for
DeGarmo Park will cover some of this area, significant portions
will be left underserved without an additional neighborhood park.

South-Central Chico (Estes Road and West 12th Street)
It is anticipated that there will be significant new residential
development in south-central Chico, near the area between
Estes Road and West 12th Street. Although the neighborhood
park service area for Rotary Park will cover most of this area,
Rotary Park will not serve as an adequate neighborhood park for
residents of this area. Additionally, the residential area outside
of the Chico city limits to the southwest is also underserved due
to the railroad tracks along McIntosh Avenue acting as a major
barrier. A pedestrian overpass over the railroad tracks in this
area should also be considered to help with access to this site.
Meriam Park

There will be a significant new residential development in eastcentral Chico in the Meriam Park area. Although the development
of existing neighborhood park sites at Humboldt Road and
Notre Dame Boulevard, and at 20th Street and Notre Dame
Boulevard, will provide needed parkland in this area, additional
neighborhood parkland will be needed to accommodate the large
number of anticipated residents. At this time, the Meriam Park
development includes plans for six mini parks and extensive
greenway development.
South Dead Horse Slough

It is anticipated that there will be a significant new residential
development in east-central Chico along South Dead Horse
Slough. Due to the long, linear nature of this development, two
additional neighborhood parks will be needed to accommodate
residents in this area.
Northeast Chico (Canyon Oaks Country Club area)

There continues to be development in the Canyon Oaks Country
Club area of northeast Chico. Most new development will
likely occur on the easternmost side of this area. Residents of
this area have excellent access to both Upper Bidwell Park and
various other recreational amenities associated with the country
club. In addition there are several pocket parks throughout the
subdivision. However, there is no adequate neighborhood park.
A park in this area could also be provided through the local
homeowners association and serve as a private park for residents
of this subdivision.
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New Community Parkland
Even with the full development of DeGarmo Park, Chico will fall
short of the desired level of service for its current residents, and
levels will continue to decrease as people move to the area. Due
to the current shortage of indoor and outdoor facilities, CARD is
limited in its ability to expand recreational programming beyond
current levels. As the Chico area continues to grow and expand,
this shortage and need for additional facilities will only become
more pronounced.
While some of these facilities could be constructed in neighborhood
parks where possible, the majority of game fields will have to be
constructed in existing or future community parks. Community
parks are typically of a size and layout that accommodate the
incorporation of multiple sports fields. Additionally, community
parks make ideal locations to accommodate other communitywide,
destination recreational amenities and facilities, such as dog
parks, skate parks, disc golf courses, multi-purpose hard court
surfaces, multi-purpose community centers, and gymnasiums.
Water elements, such as recreation pools and splash pads, are
also popular and should be considered for inclusion in future
community parks.
CARD should also be proactive in finding and locating community
park sites that have a percentage of level topography and proper
soil types before the land in ideal areas is gone or becomes price
prohibitive. CARD and the City should look at available park
sites to determine if they can accommodate additional sports
fields without negatively impacting valued natural landscapes.
Following are the target areas identified through this master plan
process that generally describe where additional community
parks will need to be located in the future. Prior to groundbreaking for any future community park, a detailed site-specific
master plan and management plan should be developed for each
location.
DeGarmo Park

The Master Plan for DeGarmo Park currently calls for full
development of the 36 acre site. There are 14 acres that still
remain undeveloped. Utilizing the 2018 Facility Feasibility Study,
a complete review of the DeGarmo Park Master Plan should take
place with the goal to maximize the use of the remaining acres to
fullfill current needs.
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Southeast Chico

As the proposed Meriam Park development and other residential
developments in the area start to evolve and people begin to
populate them, there will be additional pressure placed on
existing parks, particularly on Community Park located near this
area. Community Park is at capacity and offers no more available
space for additional sports fields. As such, it is recommended
that CARD and the City of Chico immediately begin searching
for property that would be adequate to accommodate a full-size
community park. A site of adequate size, with level topography
and proper soil type, would be capable of accommodating a
multi-field sports complex and other recreational amenities, such
as a dog park, skate park, disc golf course and multi-use hard
court amenities to name a few. The site should also have ample
room to allow for passive park uses, as well as indoor community
space.
Southwest Chico

A park in this general location should provide all the typical
community park amenities, including indoor recreation
space, ballfields, multi-use fields, tennis and basketball courts,
playgrounds, picnic shelters, and other recreational amenities such
as a dog park and/or multi-purpose hard courts. It is recommended
that CARD begin to search for available undeveloped land in
south Chico that would be suitable for the eventual construction
of a community park. Although it may not be necessary to begin
development of this park until further residential development
occurs in the area, it would be advisable to locate the most
desirable area before it becomes price prohibitive.
Northwest Chico

Currently, there are proposed residential developments planned
for northwest Chico. The City of Chico has identified the need for
a neighborhood park in this area, and is making one a condition
of the project. A location has not been identified, as the project
is in its infancy stages at this time. City of Chico planners also
anticipate that the land surrounding the local airport could be
a future growth area of the community. Currently, there is
ample vacant property with level topography to accommodate
a community park in this area. A park in this general location
should provide all the typical community park amenities,
including indoor recreation space, ballfields, multi-use fields,
multi-purpose hard courts, playgrounds and picnic shelters, but it

should be complementary to DeGarmo instead of compete with
it. It is recommended that CARD begin to search for available
undeveloped land in northwest Chico that would be suitable
for the eventual construction of a community park. Although
it may not be necessary to begin development of this park until
further residential development occurs in the area, it would be
advisable to locate the most desirable area before it becomes
price prohibitive.
Greenways, Linear Parks, and Trails

Chico is fortunate that it has a large inventory of open space,
greenways, and liner parks. This plan will not address open
space, greenways, linear parks, or trails in detail. Typically, these
have been the purview of the City and not the responsibility of
CARD. However, it is recommended that where possible, the City
continue to acquire strategic parcels of land located adjacent to
waterways, particularly those along Lindo Channel, both on and
off street. The master plan map shows a major trail connection
along the Lindo Channel. Identifying this as a location for a trail
corridor has been done in the past and the idea has a long history
in Chico. Since 1994, developers have been required to respect
open space setbacks along the corridor; however, prior to that,
residential lots extended to the edge of the channel, preventing
the possibility of a trail. Successfully constructing a connected
trail along its length will certainly be a challenge, and the use of
street connectors may be needed in certain areas. However, it
is important for this plan to show the conceptual idea of a much
needed east-west trail connection along this drainage on the
Master Plan map, which will indicate that CARD and the City
recognize the need for a trail connection in this area of the City,
and given the opportunity will attempt to bring it to fruition.
Goals
During the development of the 2008 Master Plan, a set of goals
were formulated that are relevant to the specific issues that have
emerged as part of this planning process. The goals continue
to be relevant with this update. Goals and objectives provide
specific direction to the community and its governing body in
support of the overall District vision, and provide the policy
basics from which decisions can be made. Through these goals
and objectives, CARD, the City of Chico, and Butte County
are truly making a statement about their commitment to parks,
recreation, and trails in the Greater Chico community.

CARD Mission Statement:

The Mission of the Chico Area Recreation and Park District
(CARD) is to provide recreation opportunities to the greater
Chico Community in a coordinated and cost effective manner.

and bicyclist access to the nearest neighborhood park
through construction of sidewalks, improved crossings of
roadways, trails, and grade separated crossings of barriers,
where feasible.

Goals and Objectives

• Locate parks conveniently accessible to neighborhoods
and in areas with good pedestrian or trail access.

Goal 1. Provide a wide range of recreation and leisure opportunities
for all residents of the Chico Area Recreation and Park District.
Objectives:

• Locate mini parks where larger parks or adequately sized,
undeveloped land is not available.

• Promote a balanced system of different parks, specialized
recreation facilities, and varied recreational programming.
• Design parks to provide for a variety of experiences that
appeal to a broad range of interests, abilities, and ages.
• Provide 1.5 acres of neighborhood parklands and 2.5 acres
of community parklands for every 1,000 residents.
• Develop new facilities and services, as well as upgrade
existing facilities.
• Ensure that future demands are met through the
development of new facilities and services.
• Provide accessible facilities and rehabilitate existing
facilities to meet the requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA).
• Keep informed of current trends and changing demands
for recreational activities by periodically conducting a
communitywide survey and updating the master plan.

• Retain community parks, generally within one to two
miles of residential areas, and on sites that are accessible
by trails, bike lanes, and major roadways.
• Appropriately locate recreation centers, community centers,
and other facilities that are heavily used by youth, adults,
and seniors on sites with visual and vehicular access from
major roadways, with public transit access, and with direct
trail connections.
• Locate multi-purpose practice fields for youth sports in
neighborhood parks, as well as community parks. Size
neighborhood parks, minimum of 5 usable acres, to
adequately allow for such uses.
Goal 3. Develop and maintain parks and recreation facilities at a high
level of quality that is appropriate for the location, the type of use, and
nature of the facility.
Objectives:

• Develop and provide the necessary funding mechanism to
keep up with future growth.

• When possible, only accept land from developers with
proper soil types that are of an adequate size and topography
for suitable park development. Exceptions should be
determined on a case-by-case basis.

Goal 2. Equitably distribute and conveniently locate parks and
recreation facilities and trails throughout CARD, the City of Chico,
and Butte County within the Chico Urban Area.
Objectives:

• Where appropriate, incorporate historic or cultural
resources and art into park designs to celebrate the
unique aspects of the community of Chico and provide
distinctiveness between parks.

• When possible, locate neighborhood parks within one-half
mile of the neighbors they are intended to serve, and in
locations that are comfortably and safely accessible by
pedestrians and bicyclists.
• Develop additional lands, including joint school-park
facilities, as adequately sized neighborhood parks in
existing underserved neighborhoods. Where additional
land is not feasible, provide safe and convenient pedestrian

• Establish maintenance and design standards and
management plans for the various types of parks and other
properties that CARD and the City maintain.
• Annually assess needed maintenance and renovation
projects systemwide, including bringing existing facilities
up to ADA standards.

• Select durable materials that are sustainable, resource
efficient, and nontoxic for construction of facilities.
• Periodically assess satisfaction levels of residents.
• Adequately staff and fund maintenance and operations to
a level that adequately meets acceptable CARD standards.
Adjust staffing levels to keep pace with the addition of
properties to the system.
Goal 4. Develop and maintain parks and recreation facilities in an
environmentally sensitive manner.
Objectives:

• Where appropriate, place greater emphasis on the use of
nonirrigated landscapes, native species, and low waterrequiring plant materials.
• Where possible, avoid environmentally sensitive areas
when locating developed facilities.
• Protect water quality through implementation of “Best
Management Practices” in the design of storm water
conveyance and detention facilities.
• Use permeable pavements, recycled materials, locally
manufactured products, locally available materials, and
low energy-requiring facilities and technologies to the
greatest extent practicable.
• Seasonally close areas as warranted to protect sensitive
resources.
• Provide for integrated pest management where/when
necessary.
Goal 5. Provide adequate land acquisition, development, operations,
and maintenance funding sources and tools to realize the master plan
vision.
Objectives:

• Ensure that new residential development provides the
needed funding for parks and recreation facilities to the
extent allowed by state law.
• Maintenance Impact Statements will be completed for
all new recreation areas and facilities and funds will be
provided to maintain these facilities.

• Manage fields for safe use and to prevent overuse and
damage to playing surfaces.
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• Seek public-private partnerships where mutually beneficial
and appropriate.
• When possible, aggressively seek grants from available
sources.
• Coordinate with other agencies and seek partnerships
with these agencies to leverage available funding, such as
grants, bonds, etc.
• As funding allows, keep pace with the need for additional
staff and equipment to provide services for the community
as the system grows.
• Periodically update park design standards in subdivision,
zoning, and other land use and development regulations
to incorporate the Parks and Recreation Master Plan
recommendations.
• Use residential special districts for park acquisition,
development, and/or maintenance where other means do
not exist.
• Clearly define developer responsibilities.
Goal 6. Implement, monitor, assess, and adjust intergovernmental and
joint-use agreements, tools, goals, policies, action plans, and priorities
to meet changing or unforeseen conditions and/or needs for CARD.
Objectives:

• Identify and evaluate potential public/private partnerships
that would enable CARD to expand facilities and improve
the level of service.
• Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of past and current
policies for providing parks, recreational programs, and
recreation facilities.
• Review and update the Parks and Recreation Master Plan for
CARD in conjunction with the City of Chico General Plan,
Butte County General Plan, and updates to transportation
plans, comprehensive plans, subarea plans, and state
statutes to reflect changing needs and opportunities.
• Monitor annual progress towards achieving the goals.
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Integration with Communitywide Planning
As the City of Chico and Butte County move forward with future
planning efforts, such as the updated City of Chico and Butte
County General Plans, the Northwest Chico Specific Plan, open
space planning and specific individual residential development
plans, it is imperative that CARD’s master plan be coordinated
with these efforts. The City of Chico and Butte County leaders
are taking progressive steps to outline a vision for the future of
the community and how it will look. These planning efforts
encompass all elements of the City of Chico and Butte County,
including traffic, housing, employment, neighborhood design,
and commercial districts.
The City of Chico and Butte County should also fully incorporate
and integrate parks and recreation into their comprehensive
planning efforts. There is broad consensus within the community
that parks and recreation, as well as open space, are both the
backbone and the face of the city; it is the largest publicly
visible and used component – the public realm. Residents and
civic leaders alike agree that unique resources, such as Bidwell
Park and the diverse recreational programming, give the Chico
community an identifiable character. These are the resources
that will continue to make the Chico area a thriving, desirable
place for new families to want to relocate to in the future.
In order to encourage thriving natural and human communities,
the process of green infrastructure planning should treat open
spaces as a necessary and beneficial aspect of urban and suburban
environments. By incorporating parks and other green space
networks into communities, the quality of life, as well as the
health of the natural world, is improved. Green infrastructure is
not limited simply to parks and open space, but can include urban
plazas, mini parks, and visual green space, such as gateways and
medians. Plans for green infrastructure help communities decide
how to grow in the best possible manner while directly adding
an economic benefit to the community. Therefore, it is strongly
recommended that the City of Chico and Butte County fully
integrate CARD’s master plan into all citywide planning efforts,
as well as countywide efforts in the Chico area, particularly the
updated City of Chico and Butte County General Plans.

CHAPTER 5
This chapter lists prioritization considerations, costs, and
implementation actions that will help to achieve the vision of
CARD’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan.
A. Project Prioritization Considerations
Since future park and recreation projects will require funding,
it is helpful to define criteria that can guide the identification
of highest priority actions. Public input revealed the citizens of
Chico have interests and needs that range from the neighborhood
scale to the community scale.
This plan is intended to be flexible and fluid, so that as opportunities
for land acquisition or easements and park development become
available, the District and City can immediately capitalize on
these opportunities without being committed to a predetermined
project that was identified in an action plan.
The following list presents criteria that should be carefully
considered when attempting to prioritize projects. There should
not be a numeric weighting of these criteria, as the importance
of each varies with each situation, available funding, need, and
opportunity. Projects that address immediate issues of public
health and safety should certainly take precedence over other
choices.
Health, Safety, Welfare, and Code Compliance

• Does the project involve upgrades that will bring a park
into compliance with codes, and ensure the health, safety,
and welfare of park users?
Ease of Implementation

• Does the project capitalize on opportunities that are easily
implemented (i.e., low cost project with large gains, ready
implementers, available property, etc.)?
Economy of Scale

• Does implementing several projects or portions of projects
simultaneously save money or time (e.g., bulk purchase of
materials, more efficient project management, etc.)?

Community Significance

• Does the project provide benefits to a large number of
people within the community?
• Does the project contribute to a larger city vision and
community goals?
• Would the project provide revenue for agencies?
Community Balance

• Does the project contribute to the balance of needs across
the community (i.e., neighborhood parks, community
parks, trails, open space, underserved neighborhoods)?
Partnerships for Funding

• Does the project leverage available partnership
opportunities for funding (i.e., urban drainages, Butte
College, Chico Unified School District, California State
University, Chico, private property, adjacent cities, etc.)?
Satisfies Urgent Need

• Does the project satisfy urgent park and recreation needs
within the community?
• Does the project serve underserved neighborhoods?
• Does the project help to fill a recreation facility/amenity
shortage?
Completes Phasing of Current Projects

• Does the project help to complete ongoing phases of
current projects that have yet to be finished?
• Ongoing Maintenance Costs
• Are future ongoing maintenance costs proportionate to
the money invested in construction of the project and the
benefit the community receives?
CARD and the City of Chico should begin formalizing plans and
establishing a funding stream for the development of existing
undeveloped neighborhood parklands. All of these parcels are
located in underserved areas of the city and would go a long
way towards improving the level of service for residents in these
areas, particularly the Ceres Avenue site. Development of these
sites should include the provision of all basic amenities outlined

in the Neighborhood Park Standards.
Beyond the provision of neighborhood parks in underserved
areas, there are a myriad of large-scale projects that could be
addressed. Input from CARD staff, the CARD Board, and the
community has suggested there are a few select projects that
should be given attention first. These are larger-scale projects
that will require both advanced planning and identification of
dedicated funding streams. Efforts of this nature are not short
term and may require several years to bring them to fruition. As
such, it is recommended that the District begin initial planning
efforts for these specific projects while focusing on other, smaller
priorities in the near term. The first of these identified project
priorities is the need to complete construction of DeGarmo Park.
Original plans called for DeGarmo to be completed in five phases.
There are 14 acres that remain undeveloped. The original master
plan includes the addition of a community center/gym, aquatics
center, fields, outdoor basketball courts, and a skatepark. The
DeGarmo Park Master Plan should be revisited and revised to
evaluate any changes in need that have developed.
Another priority is the construction of a multi-purpose aquatic
facility. There is strong demand in the community, from both
the general public and organized swim groups, for a multi-use
aquatic facility, particularly one that offers play features and
slides in addition to a competition element.
Discussions should begin immediately with CUSD to identify
areas in which upgrades and access to existing school areas
in underserved neighborhoods can be made. These upgrade
projects are somewhat smaller in scale; require a lower capital
investment from the District and City to accomplish; and serve
a dual purpose of providing underserved areas with needed
parkland and amenities, while at the same time being highly
visible to the public. This visibility is valuable in that it shows
that progress is being made on the park system, thus generating
further support for future larger-scale projects.
While progress is being made on these smaller projects, site
master planning can begin on select larger projects, which require
a greater investment of capital and take a longer, often multiyear, timeframe to accomplish. Additionally, efforts can begin to
determine the best approach for financing these projects, which

may require a public relations effort in support of a possible
funding mechanism. This long-range planning may also involve
the establishment of a perpetual fund or “land bank” by both the
District and the City to strategically acquire parcels for projects
that may become available in the future.
B. Estimated Costs and Implementation Actions
The cost for park and recreation facility construction varies
widely, depending on the specific elements to be included in each
project, the terrain, utilities, necessary road crossings, and other
physical features that require more extensive design solutions.
Other items specific to certain projects should also be considered
and may include demolition, utility relocation, entry plazas, signs,
historical restorations, special recreation facilities, maintenance
facilities, crossing enhancements, ballfield construction and
design, engineering, additional infrastructure, and contingency
fees. It should also be noted that additional staff, resources, and
maintenance will be needed as more parks and facilities are
added to the system within the District and City. These costs
should be accounted for and included into overall budgets for
any new projects.
The proposed improvements and development features for each
park previously outlined should be reviewed and priced at the
time of implementation. Because these projects will be phased in,
costs will continue to change based on the economy and building
activity.
C. Potential Funding Sources
CARD receives the majority of its operating revenue through
a dedicated property tax collected from all households within
the District. Revenue is also generated through fees collected
for recreational programming and grants. Additionally, both the
City and District fund park maintenance through the formation
of local landscape and lighting districts (L&L districts). The
District currently has three L&L districts in place. The City of
Chico also funds much of its infrastructure maintenance through
the use of Community Maintenance Districts (CMD). At the
current time, the City has over 100 maintenance districts in place,
but only a few were formed specifically to fund park maintenance.
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Acquisition of parkland for new parks, either in new development
or in existing underserved areas, is always a challenge. With new
development, CARD and the City have the benefit of receiving
park impact fees. However, the current fees are well below the
amounts needed for actual park development. The use of impact
fees only works if there is enough money in the reserve account
to pay for the acquisition. As a rule, impact fees are generated
at the time of the issuance of building permits, which is after
the area is developed. Therefore, money from impact fees lags
far behind the actual need. Impact fees are not available for
park development in existing underserved areas, contributing to
the current problem of a lack of parks in certain areas of the
community.
Additionally, by relying only on impact fees for park acquisition
and development, the fee schedule usually does not reflect the true
cost of providing the improvements. Impact fees are collected
directly by CARD for development in the County. The City of
Chico collects the park impact fees at the time of development
and CARD requests funds as projects arise. The other primary
sources are grants or some form of a tax supported measure.
While grants are always a favorite funding form, as a practical
point, very little money is available.
The preferred method for generating additional revenue for park
acquisition and development for CARD and the City would be a
public funding measure in the form of a special tax or assessment.
The use of a general obligation bond may also be necessary to help
finance any new large facility construction, such as a recreation
center or aquatic facility. These, and other existing and potential
funding sources, are described in detail below:
1. General Fund: This fund accounts for revenues and expenditures
that result from ongoing operations of district functions. The major
revenue sources include property taxes, charges for service, and
grants. Minor improvements are financed under this fund.
2. Landscape and Lighting Act: This funding mechanism permits a
public agency to assess housing units or land parcels. The assessment
revenues can be used for park land acquisition, development, and/or
maintenance. This act requires 50% +1 voter approval. CARD has
approved two small assessment districts thus far, and the City has
implemented a large number of L&L districts.
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3. General Obligation Bond: These are voter-approved bonds with
the assessment placed on real property. The money can only be
used for capital improvements and not maintenance. This property
tax is levied for a specified period of time (usually 20-30 years).
Passage requires a two-thirds approval by the voters. Disadvantages
to this type of levy are the interest costs, as well as the inability to
fund ongoing maintenance costs.
4. Revenue Bonds: These bonds are sold and paid from the revenue
produced from the operation of a facility. In California, this requires
voter approval.
5. Development Impact Fees: Development impact fees are
collected as part of new residential development construction.
Typically, the fee schedule usually does not reflect the true cost of
park development. Therefore, an option for generating additional
revenue would be to increase impact fees to more accurately reflect
the cost of park development. As a rule, impact fees are generated at
the time of the issuance of building permits, typically after the land
has been developed. Thus, money from impact fees has a tendency
to lag behind the actual park need.
6. Certificates of Participation: This is a lease-purchase approach
where the District can sell Certificates of Participation (COPs) to a
lending institution. The District then pays the loan off from revenue
produced by the facility or from its general operating budget. The
lending institution holds title to the property until the COPs are
repaid. This procedure does not require a vote of the public.
7. Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity
Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFE-TEA-LU): A Legacy for Users
(SAFE-TEA-LU): This is the reauthorization of the Transportation
Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21). Section 1202
“Enhancement Grants” are available from the federal government
on a competitive basis to fund bicycle transportation, wetland
improvements, and historic preservation among other things. These
grants are a potential supplemental source of revenue for some trail
improvements.
8. HUD Block Grants: These grants come from the Federal
Department of Housing and Urban Development and are available
for a wide variety of development projects. These would most likely
be administered by the City of Chico and utilized in lower income
areas of the community. Grants can cover up to 100% of project
cost.
9. Donations: The donation of labor, land, or cash by service agencies,
private groups, or individuals is a popular way to raise small amounts
of money for specific projects. Service agencies, such as Kiwanis
and Rotary, often fund small projects like mini parks, sport fields, or
playgrounds.

10. Private Grants and Foundations: Private grants and foundations
provide money for a wide range of projects. They are sometimes
difficult to find and equally difficult to secure because of the open
competition. They usually fund unique projects or ones of extreme
need.
11. User Fees and Rentals: User fees and rental charges are direct
charges to individuals and groups that use specific areas and facilities.
These fees are usually used to help offset the cost of operation and
maintenance of the services.
12. Land and Water Conservation Fund: In the past, this was one of
the major sources of federal grants for park acquisition. However,
for the last several years, this program was not funded; but in 2000,
this program was reinitiated. In California, the State Parks Division
administers this program. Last year there was approximately $13
million available for distribution to local communities.
13. Joint Public/Private Partnership: The basic approach is a public
agency entering into a working agreement with a quasi-public or
private corporation to help fund, build, and/or operate a public
facility. Several options exist, such as an agency entering into an
agreement with a private for-profit organization that would manage
and/or build a facility. The agency benefits because it does not front
the cost of construction and may receive concession or lease fees.
The private operator benefits because the land is free (usually leased
by the agency for a nominal fee). Another option is for an agency
to partner with another public or nonprofit agency, such as private
sport groups, which would share in the operation and maintenance
of sport fields.
14. State Park Funds: Occasionally the California voters approve
various types of funding for local government agencies. These
programs vary in availability and in amount to be funded. They
vary from pass through dollars to agencies based on population to
competitive funding based on need.

